
With one hundred percent of all money raised going directly to
fund research, the PA Breast Cancer Coalition kicked off its
Income Tax Check-Off for Breast and Cervical Cancer

Research campaign at an event at Philadelphia City Hall. The event was
scheduled to announce the 10th year grant awardees and launch the tax
season by encouraging all Pennsylvania residents to donate all or part of
their state income tax refund to fund breast cancer research happening
right here in Pennsylvania.

Three researchers were selected to receive grants through a competitive
process. Susan Domchek, MD of the Abramson Cancer Center,
University of Pennsylvania,Hallgeir Rui, MD, PhD of the Kimmel Cancer
Center of Thomas Jefferson University, and Judith Weisz, MB, BChir of

the Penn State Milton S. HersheyMedical Center were awarded
grants based on proposals submitted to the PBCC last fall.

Weisz, who was also selected as an awardee last year, remarked
on the benefits of the grants in a video posted on the PBCCtv
section of the PBCC website. “It has helped researchers like me
to get the kind of seed money needed to pursue our ideas toward
identifying the causes, the development, and the cure for
cancer,” she said. The seed money provided through the PBCC’s
Income Tax Check-Off for Breast Cancer Research gave Weisz
the resources she needed to apply for additional and more
substantial grant money from other sources.

Since the program’s inception a decade ago, over $2 million
has been raised due to the generosity of thousands of Pennsylvanians who have
chosen to check yes on their PA-40 to donate their refund through the PBCC’s
Income Tax Check-Off for Breast Cancer Research. With an average donation of
just $8 - there’s no donation too small to make a difference in giving talented
Pennsylvania researchers the opportunity to conduct potentially life-saving research.

So remember when filing your state income taxes this spring to “check yes” and
contribute to the PBCC’s Income Tax Check-Off for Breast and Cervical Cancer
Research!

Check Yes to Fund Breast Cancer Research
Income Tax Check-Off Provides Money for Researchers

The PBCC thanks the Philadelphia
Inquirer and Ed Mahlman, Chief
Marketing Officer, for the generous

donation of a quarter page
advertisement in the newspaper

promoting the PBCC’s Income Tax
Check-Off for Breast Cancer Research.

PBCC’s 2008
Potamkin Award
winner Dr. Timothy
Rebbeck’s research
is published in the
Journal of the
National Cancer
Institute.
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P h i l a d e l p h i a
Councilwoman Blondell
Reynolds Brown spoke at
the Philadelphia kick-off
for the PBCC’s Income
Tax Check-Off for Breast
and Cervical Cancer
Research. Right: Pat
Halpin-Murphy presents
award checks to Susan
Domchek, MD and
Hallgeir Rui, MD, PhD
at the City Hall event.
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President’s Corner
Pat Halpin-Murphy

We’ve all heard the expression that every little bit helps. The PA Breast Cancer Coalition’s
Income Tax Check-Off for Breast and Cervical Research is a clear embodiment of that

expression. With donations from each income tax refund averaging $8 and over two million
dollars raised since its inception, the PBCC’s Income Tax Check-Off for Breast Cancer Research
shows us how small contributions can make a big impact.

Thousands of donors make a simple check mark on their state income tax forms each year,
donating what they can afford, putting their trust in talented Pennsylvania researchers. They hope
that their contribution will add up with the contributions of their family, co-workers, or friends to
help fund a research breakthrough to improve the lives of breast cancer patients and lead to a cure.

The researchers have hope, too. Their hope drives them to design experiments and studies in
an effort to learn more about the causes and treatments of breast cancer. Their hope leads them to
apply for grant money from the PBCC’s Income Tax Check-Off for Breast Cancer Research to get
seed money to explore their hypotheses, and to give them the evidence needed to apply for
additional funds to broaden their research.

Breast cancer survivors, patients, and their families and loved ones have hope. Hope that one
day the words, “You have breast cancer,” will not be spoken and that a cure will be found. Hope
that the key to unlocking the breast cancer mystery may lie in the simple check mark that you may
make this year.

Please remember to check yes on your state income tax form to donate all or part of your
refund to the PBCC’s Income Tax Check-Off for Breast Cancer Research.
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How a Simple Check Mark Can
Make a Difference
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Leslie Anne Miller, Esq.
Executive Vice President

PBCC Brings Seminar on the FREE Treatment
Program for Breast Cancer to Pittsburgh

In partnership with the National Surgical
Adjuvant Breast and Bowel Project (NSABP),
the PBCC and theHospital Council ofWestern
Pennsylvania held a seminar on the FREE
Treatment Program for Breast Cancer, which is
available to uninsured women diagnosed with
breast cancer. The PBCC was joined by the PA
Department of Health, PA Department of
PublicWelfare and the PA Health Law Project to
present vital information to those who work with
breast cancer patients on how their facility can
become part of the program, and how they can
help ensure no uninsured woman is left to battle
breast cancer on her own.

Additional seminars are being planned
throughout the state. Look for more info in the
monthly e-newsletter, Pink LinkTM.

Penn StateMilton S.HersheyMedical Center Continues PartnershipWith PBCC
The Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center has been a gold sponsor of the PA Breast

Cancer Coalition Annual Conference for the past two years, and has signed on to be the print
sponsor for “Take a Swing Against Breast Cancer” - the home run derby that will visit eleven PA
ballparks this July.

We are pleased to have the opportunity to continue to work with the Penn State Milton S.
Hershey Medical Center to raise awareness of breast cancer, and are thankful for their support so
that we can continue to serve the women and families of Pennsylvania who are impacted by this
devastating disease.

Lou AnnWeil, Adagio Health’s
Statewide Director of Cancer
Screening Services points out

information to Linda Duncan, RN,
Manager of the Breast Care Center,

Allegheny General Hospital.



Survivor
Spotlight

Kim Howell
McKees Rocks, Allegheny County

Illuminating the lives of breast cancer survivors

Her Diagnosis

Idiscovered a lump in my breast around the1st of September 2007 and I knew
immediately that it was bad.

I had no health insurance and called the
American Cancer Society. They gave me a
voucher for a mammogram which I took to
Allegheny General Hospital. I had a
mammogram and an ultrasound-guided
needle biopsy. Two days later I met with the
surgeon who told me I had infiltrating
ductal carcinoma, and she went through my
options - mastectomy or lumpectomy - and
talked about a battery of tests, including
MRI. I told her I didn’t have insurance and
didn’t know how I could have even the tests,
let alone surgery.

Saving Grace

The hospital social worker spent some
time with me going over various programs
and, as hard as she tried, she couldn’t find
anything that would help me. I sat there and
cried. I decided I could live with the cancer
in me and die from it, or find some way to
make payment arrangements which would
mean I’d lose my house. Then Carolyn, the
surgeon’s nurse, came in to the room and
handed me a piece paper with a phone
number and the name Adagio* written on it
and she said, “Call them. They will see that
you are taken care of.”

Within seven days of contacting Adagio I
was approved for the FREE Treatment
Program for Breast Cancer (BCCPT), which
has completely covered all my testing, blood
work, surgery, chemotherapy, radiation, and

will cover me for tamoxifen for the next five
years. I was able to have treatment where I
wanted, at the breast care center at Allegheny
General Hospital. BCCPT has also allowed
me to have the OncoTypeDX, an amazing
test that measures risk of recurrence. The test
indicated that I have a 30% chance of
recurrence within 10 years.

Speaking Out to Help Others

The FREE Treatment for Breast Cancer
Program allowed me to be positive because I
wasn’t concerned about where I was going to
get the money for all this. I was able to fight
breast cancer with all my might without
directing any energy to money issues.

My only concern has been that the social
worker, who was genuinely trying to help
me, did not know about BCCPT. Every
surgeon’s office should know about this, and
the professionals who diagnose the breast
cancer in cities, towns, rural communities,
everywhere. That’s why I agreed to speak at
the PBCC’s FREE Treatment Program for
Breast Cancer (BCCPT) Seminar. I would
have never spoken in public before, but this
experience has made me very passionate. I
don’t want anyone to be afraid to go to the
doctor or to feel that they are less important
than people who have insurance. I want
them to know that they matter, that they
need to live, and that there are supportive
people and this wonderful program to help
them.

Kim Howell spoke about the FREE Treatment Program for
Breast Cancer at the PBCC’s seminar in Pittsburgh.
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“I don’t want anyone
to be afraid to go

to the doctor or feel
that they are less
important than

people who
have insurance.”

- Kim Howell

* Adagio Health is the
administrator of the FREE
Treatment Program for Breast
Cancer (BCCPT).
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‘Thinking Pink’ by Saving Green

We work to
save green by
being green.
We strive to
stretch your

donations and
the earth’s

resources for
the benefit of

Pennsylvania’s
breast cancer

survivors.

Green

The staff of the PA Breast Cancer
Coalition has always taken great care to

save money wherever possible to ensure that
your donor dollars are making the greatest
impact on the women and families they
serve - and the least possible impact on the
environment in the process. In light of the
current economic climate, it is particularly
important for people to ensure that their
money is used wisely, so the PBCC offered
specific examples of how they stretch your
valuable donations and the earth’s resources.

Heather is proud that the PBCC’s small
staff is able to keep such a big, statewide

organization running efficiently! “We use the help of volunteers wherever
possible,” said Heather. “And I never throw away a paper clip or rubber band!”

Dolores always uses both sides of paper. She puts the paper back into her
printer for a second use.

Tricia reviews all invoices for ways to cut costs with vendors.
Kim asks for donations for Friends Like MeTM care packages, whether it’s

books from publishers and authors, treatment planners from pharmaceutical
companies, pamphlets from cancer organizations like the National Cancer
Institute, or hand-knit chemo caps from craft groups. By filling the care
packages up with quality items that have been donated, less is spent to create
the packages.

Carol reuses file folders. “There’s nothing wrong with reusing a perfectly
good folder if all I have to do is make a new label,” she said.

Jen tries not to print in color if she doesn’t have to and prints all copies in
the draft setting until she’s ready to print a final version. She also looks for ways
to turn full-color print pieces into two-color print pieces to save money on
printing. That’s why the majority of PBCC materials are only pink and black!

Sarah ships out a lot of promotional items and PBCC materials to people
holding events for us. She reuses boxes, bubble wrap, and other shipping
supplies every time she can.

Kathleen prints as few emails as possible, which saves paper and toner/ink.
Kevin, the current PBCC intern, like Jen, tries to use the least amount of

paper and toner/ink as possible when printing. He is also an avid paper
recycler, using both sides of the paper.

These are just a few examples of how the PBCC is dedicated to recycling,
reusing and limiting waste at the office. The staff wants you to know that your
donations are valued and they strive to make the best use of every penny. They
thank you for your continued trust in the PBCC and its staff.

The PBCC staff is always thinking about how to make the best use of
donations while keeping environmental impact in mind.



The research recently reported in the
Journal of the National Cancer Institute

indicated that the removal of the ovaries and
fallopian tubes - which in the clinical setting
is referred to as risk-reducing salpingo-
oophorectomy (RRSO) - is associated with
reducing the risk of breast cancer by
approximately 50 percent and lowering the
risk from ovarian and fallopian tube cancer
by approximately 80 percent in women who
carry a mutation in BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene
(BRCA1/2).

Earlier studies had reported that
RRSO was associated with a clinically
relevant reduction in the risks of breast,
ovarian, and fallopian tube cancers in women
with the BRCA1/2 mutation who underwent
RRSO compared to those women with
BRCA1/2 mutation who did not undergo
this surgery. However, until this recent report
the magnitude of the risk reduction has not
been clear.

This research provides women who carry
these mutations with a more reliable estimate
of the magnitude of risk reduction. To
provide these improved estimates, data was
pooled from 10 published studies of women
who had BRCA1/2 mutations. Our findings
showed that RRSO was associated with a 79
percent reduction in ovarian and fallopian

tube cancer risk and a 51 percent reduction
in breast cancer risk in women who carried
BRCA1/2 mutations. There was no evidence
in this study for differences in breast cancer
risk reduction depending on which of these
genes was mutated, with approximately equal
estimates of risk reduction in BRCA1 and
BRCA2 mutation carriers. While ovarian or
fallopian tube cancer risk reduction was high
overall and in BRCA1 mutation carriers, the
data available to date are still insufficient to
establish a risk reduction estimate in BRCA2
mutation carriers.

The new data confirms that removal of
the ovaries and fallopian tubes is an effective
risk reduction strategy in women who have
BRCA1/2 mutations. However, the data also
illustrates that even with RRSO, reduction in
breast and ovarian cancer risk is not
complete, and that residual risk may remain
in some women. While effective screening
for ovarian cancer is not currently available,
the data supports the value of genetic testing
for BRCA1/2 mutations to assess risk and the
subsequent use of RRSO in mutation
positive women to provide guidance to
women and their doctors in planning cancer
risk reduction strategies and ultimately
prevent cancer deaths.
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Timothy Rebbeck, PhD

Reduction in Breast Cancer Risk
Possible with Surgical Procedure
by TIMOTHY REBBECK, PHD
Professor of Biostatistics & Epidemiology, University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine
2008 PA Breast Cancer Coalition Potamkin Foundation AwardWinner
Income Tax Check-Off Research Grant Technical Review Committee Member

“The new data
confirms that removal
of the ovaries and
fallopian tubes is an
effective risk reduction
strategy in women
who have BRCA1/2
mutations. However,
the data also illustrates
that even with RRSO,
reduction in breast
and ovarian cancer
risk is not complete,
and that residual risk
may remain in some
women.”

--TimothyRebbeck, PhD

PENNSYLVANIA BREAST CANCER COALITION

The research referred to in this study was conducted by Drs. Timothy Rebbeck and Susan
Domchek of the University of Pennsylvania, along with Dr. Noah Kauff at Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center. It was published in January 2009 in the Journal of the
National Cancer Institute1.

1 Rebbeck TR, Kauff ND, Domchek S (2009) Meta-Analysis of Risk-Reduction Estimates Associated with
Risk-Reducing Salpingo-Oophorectomy in BRCA1 or BRCA2 Mutation Carriers. JNCI, 101: 80 – 87.
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GGrraassssrroooottss  PPaarrttnneerrss
AAccrroossss  tthhee  SSttaattee

GGrraassssrroooottss  PPaarrttnneerrss

The Governor Mifflin School
District put on pink for a casual

day during breast cancer awareness
month. Over $1200 was raised
through donations! French teacher
Kristyna Eagle coordinated the effort.
Merci beaucoup Kristyna and
Governor Mifflin School District!

Plant the seed in your community and watch it grow statewide - become a GGrraassssrroooottss  PPaarrttnneerr..
To find out how, call Sarah at 717-721-2580 x107 or email sarah@pabreastcancer.org

The Hanson Brothers on Ice: They Shoot - We Score
Klick Lewis Arena, Annville
67 Women, 67 Counties: Facing Breast Cancer in PA
Rhoda Brake Shreiner Women’s Center, Franklin County
Reading Phillies Breast Cancer Awareness Day
FirstEnergy Stadium, Berks County
67 Women, 67 Counties: Facing Breast Cancer in PA
Kane Area Community Center, McKean County
Belly Dancers and Bikers Ride Against Breast Cancer
Harrisburg Mall/Highspire Memorial Park, Dauphin County
Paint the Park Pink with the Harrisburg Senators
Commerce Bank Park, Harrisburg, Dauphin County
“Take A Swing Against Breast Cancer” Home Run Derbies
Minor League Stadiums Across PA
PBCC Night at the State College Spikes
Lubrano Park, State College, Centre County
PBCC Night at the Reading Phillies
FirstEnergy Stadium, Berks County

CCoommiinngg  ttoo  YYoouurr  CCoommmmuunniittyy
5/2

5/7 - 5/18

5/10

5/28 - 6/8

5/30

6/26 - 6/28

July

7/20

7/27

For more information, visit www.pabreastcancer.org/events

Melissa Bennett of Carlisle cooked
up a recipe for fundraising success

with her Chili Cook-off! With the help
of 115 friends, family, and neighbors,
Melissa was able to raise $3065 for the
PBCC -- and enjoy some delicious chili
in the process.  Great work Melissa!

Angie Gaido, the coach of the
Northern High School Girls’

Volleyball team, dreamt up a fundraising
idea. The team sold pink “Spike for
the Cause” bracelets and donated
proceeds from the concession stand at
their last home game to the PBCC.
Over $550 was raised!  They also wore pink t-shirts donated by
the company of a teammate’s parent.  Cheers for Angie and the

volleyball team for an event that was
truly a hit!

Reading School Districtwas
thinking pink in October,

thanks to Anne Fisher and Jo
Ann Lightman, who organized
a casual day for faculty and staff
to benefit the PBCC.  By asking
for a small donation in exchange
for a relaxed dress code, they
raised $3000!  Way to go,
Reading School District!

Melissa (4th from left) with five 
generations of her family at the event.

Students show support.

Players gather before the game.

Laura T. celebratedher Sweet 16
with  f r i ends  and
showed her sweetness
by  wi sh ing  for
donations in lieu of
gifts!  Her generous
guests gave $550 to
the PBCC.  Many thanks and happy birthday Laura!

Millers Capital Insurance
Company held a holiday

decorating contest, which the
‘Mail Room Employees’ won.
They chose the PBCC to receive
the $43 dollars collected. Thanks
to all who participated!

Tammy, Peg, and Karen 
participated in the contest.

The Girls’ Leaders Association of
Plum Senior High School went

walking in the rain to raise $1011 for
the PBCC in October. GLA also sold
pink ribbons and pink chocolate as well.
Special thanks to Rose Shrout, the
GLA sponsor, and all the participants!

Bl o o m b e r g
Un i v e r s i t y

held a Breast
Cancer Walk/Run
this past October
in     recognition of
b r e a s t  c a n c e r
awareness month.
5 0 0  p e o p l e
participated in the
event and together
they raised $8,000
for the PA Breast
Cancer Coalition!
Many thanks to
event founder Madelyn Rodriquez and the entire
Bloomsburg University community for their generosity!

MAKEHHOOPPEEGROW...

Slippery Rock University heldtheir 2nd Annual “In the
Pink: Stride for a Cure” walk in
October and 65 participants
walked their way to $1,700 for
the PBCC.  Close to 500 t-shirts
were also sold.  Thanks to SRU
for their continued support!

This class made pink paper shirts for the occasion.

Rain didn’t dampen 
their spirits!

FRONTLINE - SPRING 20096

Sandy Cray, PBCC Lehigh Valley Vice
President accepted a check for $8,000 from
Preston Herring, Vice President for University
and Student Affairs; University President

David Soltz, and Madelyn Rodriquez, Director
of Multicultural Affairs and the event founder.
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The PBCC is unique in that 45% of our total income in 2008
was brought in directly from the generosity of community

supporters all throughout PA. We call these people “Grassroots
Partners.” 

Dozens of events are held each year to benefit the PBCC and
each event finds a new and creative way to raise funds and
awareness. I am fortunate to often be the first point of contact
for anyone who wants to become a PBCC Grassroots Partner,
and am continually amazed by the variety of events that are
brought to life.  

For example, last year the PA Association of Community
Bankers thought of a way to “Take a Swing Against Breast
Cancer” by creating a home run derby in each of the 11 minor
league ballparks in PA, raising over $130,000!  Some bring the
fundraiser right into their workplace and hold a dress down day

to honor the PBCC.  Others take a favorite hobby – whether it is riding motorcycles or
horses, knitting or cooking – and find a way to make it a fundraiser.  The sky is the limit! 

If you are involved in a community group, have a hobby, or a creative fundraising idea
and would like to find a way to help the 103,000 women living in PA with breast cancer,
we’d love to hear from you!  Just contact me by phone at 717-721-2580 x107 or by email at
sarah@pabreastcancer.org and I’ll be happy to send you information about how to get
started with your event.  

‘Grassroots Partners’ Bring Events to Life Across PA

45% of 
the PBCC’s 
total income 
in 2008 was
brought in 
directly from 
the generosity 
of community
supporters. . .

Sarah Lightman
Director of

Communications

Philadelphia Region Wine &
Spirits Store Raises $380

Wine & Spirits employee LeChelle Lisby, PBCC 
staffer Dolores Magro, and manager Yvonne Debnan

The PA Liquor Control Board asked its Wine &
Spirits Stores throughout the state to put out donation
boxes for the PBCC in October.  Store #5141 on
Baltimore Ave. in Philadelphia region raised $380 - the
most raised by a single store this year!  Much of their
success is credited to Cynthia Wallace, who pointed the
box out to all of her customers.  Here’s a toast to the PA
Liquor Control Board, store manager Yvonne Debnan,
the staff of Store #5141, all the Wine & Spirits Stores
across PA, and the patrons for contributing their change
to the PBCC. Together, nearly $18,000 was raised this
year. Your generosity is much appreciated!

PAINT THE PARK PINK
W E E K E N D

Come out to the cheer on the Harrisburg
Senators as they Paint the Park Pink with the
PBCC!

Friday, June 26, 2009 – 7:00 PM game,
Fireworks, Pink Pom-Pom Giveaway & Rally

Saturday, June 27, 2009 – 7:00 PM
game, Pink Cap Giveaway

Sunday, June 28, 2009 – 2:00 PM game,
Family Day & Pink Softie Ball Giveaway



On the heels of the Philadelphia Phillies World Series win, and with spring training around
the corner - baseball fever is heating up in Pennsylvania.  Even the PBCC is not

immune!  For the second year, the PBCC has teamed up with the Pennsylvania Association
of Community Bankers for “Take a Swing Against Breast Cancer” - a series of home run
derbies taking place in minor league ballparks across the state in July.

You and three friends or co-workers can take the field and cure your baseball fever by
registering a team to participate in one of this year’s derbies.  Registration for each four
person team is $1,000.  Last year’s event raised $133,000 and priceless awareness across the
state for the PBCC and its mission.  Information on registration, sponsorship and volunteer
opportunities available on the home run derby website www.pahomerunderby.org.

PENNSYLVANIA BREAST CANCER COALITIONwww.pabreastcancer.org Toll Free 800.377.8828

344 North Reading Road
Ephrata, PA 17522

Address Service Requested

Home Run Derbies to Hit PA
Ballparks Again This July

July 7 - Altoona Curve
July 9 - Scranton/Wilkes-Barre Yankees
July 10 - Williamsport Crosscutters
July 14 - Harrisburg Senators
July 16 - York Revolution
July 18 - Lancaster Barnstormers
July 20 - Erie SeaWolves
July 21 - Washington Wild Things
July 22 - Lehigh Valley IronPigs
July 23 - State College Spikes
July 30 - Reading Phillies

Home Run Derby Schedule

FOR MOR E I N FORMAT I ON ,  V I S I T:
w w w . p a h o m e r u n d e r b y . o r g

Contribute
your state 
income 

tax refund
for research.


