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Onthe front line in the battle against breast cancer.

Each October, breast cancer survivorsand advocates gather at the Harrisburg
Hilton with corporate leaders, healthcare
professionals, and policy makers for the
Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition
Annual Conference.

They come to take part in workshops
on the latest topics in breast cancer
advocacy and education; honor those
advocates and researchers who have been
leading the fight against breast cancer;
celebrate the lives of survivors; and
remember those who lost their battle with
the disease. They come to find their voice.

This year conference attendees came
away with a strong collective voice -- a voice
to direct women without insurance
t o

receive treatment for their breast cancer through the Breast
Cancer Free Treatment Program; a voice to encourage women
40 and older without insurance to benefit from early detection of
breast cancer through free mammograms; and a voice to re-
mind friends and family to check yes on their state income tax
forms to donate their refund to fund groundbreaking research
happening right here in Pennsylvania.
Shining Light Awardee Gayle Mills-Russell and Potamkin

Awardee Larry Norton used their voices to talk about their work
and contributions to the battle against breast cancer. Pink
Ribbon Awardees PAHouse Speaker Dennis O’Brien and breast
cancer survivor and advocate Deborah Freer inspired attendees
to do their part in contributing to the search for a cure.

Advocates Find Their Voice at
2007 PBCC Annual Conference

Driving beyond 2000! Will
you help us reach our next

milestone?
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Inspiring Awardees, Dedicated Volunteers Highlight Advocacy

WINTER 2007

Fall was full of fabulous
Grassroots Partner activities!
Check out the centerfold for
details on many great events!

-pages 6 and 7-

Pat Halpin-Murphy, PBCC President & Founder (third from
left) presents award to Pink Ribbon Awardee Deborah Freer
(third from right) and her family.

Check YES on your state
income tax form to support
the Income Tax Check-Off

during tax time!

-page 11 & 12-

More conference coverage inside!

Dr. Larry Norton accepts the
Potamkin Award at the Opening
Session-Continued on page 4 -

Volunteers Lead to Conference Success

To put on a great conference each year, the PBCC relies on a
great team of volunteers to ensure that the day runs smoothly.

Volunteers from the ABC’S Support Group of Carlisle help at the
registration booths to get attendees the materials they need to
make the most out of their conference experience. Other
volunteers work at the Information booth to answer questions
and point people in the right direction. Workshop volunteers
make certain that workshop rooms are set up for each session.
Totebag volunteers hand out conference totebags, and
marketplace volunteers sell the PBCC’s wares.
Thanks to our volunteers for making this year’s conference a

tremendous success!
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President’s Corner
Pat Halpin-Murphy

Blue Cross and Blue Shield plans in PA will sell anindividual health insurance policy to any
resident on a “guaranteed issue basis.” This means
that the policy can be issued to anyone,
regardless of his or her prior medical
history. If you are HIPAA-eligible (see
Part II of the insurance guidebook for
more information), the Blue Cross and
Blue Shield plan operating in your
region must offer you a choice of at least
two state-approved policies whose
benefits are comparable to others they
typically sell. One of those policies
must offer you comprehensive benefits,
and a pre-existing condition exclusion
period.

In PA, Blue Cross and Blue Shield plans
operate in every region. While these plans are not
required to offer you all the insurance policies that
they have available, the policies that they do offer
must comply with requirements set by Pennsylvania
law including mandated benefits such as breast
cancer screenings.

The plans may require a probationary period
before most of the coverage becomes effective. This
period cannot exceed 30 days for non-accident-
related conditions or six months for certain
procedures defined as elective. If you suffer an

accidental injury, it will be covered immediately.
The plans may charge a premium during this
probationary period even though claims other than

for accidental injuries will not be paid
during this time. The list of questions
and answers in the guidebook is
meant to walk you through the
decision to buy insurance yourself.

What about coverage for my breast
cancer as a pre-existing condition? If
you buy a guaranteed issue policy
from a Blue Cross and Blue Shield
plan, the policy may impose a
pre-existing condition exclusion
period, but it cannot exceed 36

months. If you make a claim during the first three
years of coverage, Blue Cross and Blue Shield can
“look back” for a period of five years to determine
whether treatment for the condition was ever
recommended or provided to you.

If you buy a non-guaranteed issue policy from
a Blue Cross and Blue Shield plan, they can exclude
a pre-existing condition by imposing an
elimination rider. This is an amendment to your
health insurance contract that temporarily or
permanently excludes coverage for a health
condition, body part, or body system.
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WhatYouNeed to Know If You Buy InsuranceYourself
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MOST FREQUENTLY ASKED INSURANCE&
EMPLOYMENTQUESTIONS ANSWERED:
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Leslie Anne Miller, Esq.
Executive Vice President

by Dr. Linda Rhodes & Pat Halpin-Murphy

For answers to additional questions, consult the insurance guidebook. Download
the book in its entirety on the PBCC’s website at www.pabreastcancer.org/insurance_book.html

Meet Your Board Member
Denise Robison

Denise Robison has much experience serving on boards and
commissions – serving on the PA Historical and Museum

Commission, Preservation Pennsylvania, and the PA Council on Aging
just to name a few. On the PBCC Board, she serves as the Northwest
Vice President, and through her experience with this board she realizes,
“how unique it is to see annual, measurable legislative progress.” She
feels the most rewarding aspect of the PBCC is “actually helping women

stricken by breast cancer and their families.”
The message of the PBCC really resonates with Denise. As a breast cancer survivor with three daughters,

finding a cure for breast cancer now so our daughters won’t have to is deeply personal.
Denise’s first job was as a lifeguard at the country club pool. She’s had several dream jobs in her lifetime

– working for Senator Ted Kennedy as his Washington Press Secretary, becoming the first Republican elected
to the Erie City Council in 35 years, and serving as Deputy Secretary of the PA Department of Aging in
Harrisburg. “It was when I was in Harrisburg that I was diagnosed with breast cancer and First Lady
Michele Ridge had me call Pat Halpin-Murphy,” said Denise. “After talking with Pat, my questions were
answered, my qualms calmed, my positive attitude returned and she imparted her fighting spirit, her
kindness and her friendship. Pat was the best medicine I was ever given!!”

Denise’s philosophy of life is - “To appreciate all I’ve been given -- a terrific husband of 41 years, 5
healthy children, 11 super grandchildren, and a 12 year-old golden retriever named ‘The General’. When
decisions get difficult, I ask myself ‘What is the alternative?’ That usually decides it.” Denise admits that
right now is a time when her usually positive view of life is challenged. Her husband has stage one Alzheimer’s.
“He is doing his very best, daily, and I know that. But his mental losses are also obvious, daily. I am his
“driver” and am continuing his business because it is important to him. But no matter what, I am
thankful for all I have and try to ignore what has been lost.”

Gardening is one of Denise’s favorite hobbies, and one thing most people might not know about her is
that she has taken up tap dancing! “My secret reason for my “shuffle off to Buffalo” is to learn enough to teach
the 4 granddaughters and 1 grandson we have in Erie -- I envision teaching them an easy number and
putting on a Family Revue!” said Denise.



Survivor
Spotlight

Diane McCarthy
Greensburg, PA

Illuminating the lives of breast cancer survivors

Diane McCarthy lives in Greensburg, PA where
she teaches ballroom dancing. She is the

mother of two children - a son in California who
also teaches dance, and a daughter who is in Africa
doing research with chimps in the wild. While
Diane was putting together plans for a party to
celebrate the end of her chemo treatment for breast
cancer, another lump was discovered and the process
started all over again for her.

Her Diagnosis

Last year I had five surgeries; a lumpectomy, amastectomy, reconstruction, surgery to have a
port put in, and then another mastectomy. I lost my
hair twice which can be very traumatic. My hair had
just started to come back in when I had to go on
chemo all over again. Still, I never once
thought,“Why me?” I felt more like “Why not me?”
After all, I’m no different than the girl down the
street.
When I had breast cancer the first time in 1996,

I didn’t tell anyone except my closest friends. At this
stage of the game though, I really want to talk to
people about it. It’s something you have to be
optimistic about. Getting through breast cancer is a
lot easier than you think it will be if you just keep a
positive attitude. The negative thoughts and fears
can be far more devastating than the reality is.

Dancing for Life

Dancing helped me get through breast cancer. I
believe anyone can get through adversity

through dance. I teach ballroom dancing, and I
dance for my life. It’s so good for the soul. In 2005
I built a studio downstairs so that I could teach at
home. Soon after the studio was completed, my son
stopped to visit with me on his way to California.
Two weeks later I was diagnosed with breast cancer
and my son and his wife stayed with me throughout

my year-long treatment. He was the one who wound
up teaching dance in that studio. It was kind of a
miracle the way it all worked out.
I have two sisters who live nearby who never let

me go to a doctor appointment alone. They were
great. And the entire dance community has been
very kind to me, even people I hardly knew, and I’m
very appreciative of their friendship.

Life Goes On

My son Nicholas came up with the idea for the
fundraising event “Dance for Life” to benefit

the PBCC. Almost 200 people attended the Dance
for Life event on October 20th at the Churchill
Country Club. It was a lovely evening of dinner,
dancing, and a demonstration of tango and salsa by
Arthur Murray dancers, who donated their time. I
danced that night too, which was part of the point
… to show that life (and the dance!) goes on. With
the support of our generous sponsors, we were able
to raise $12,000 to fund the programs of the PBCC.
I value life a lot deeper now than I did before

having breast cancer. Even my passion for dance has
become stronger, if that’s possible!

“Getting through
breast cancer is a lot

easier than you
think it will be if
you just keep a
positive attitude.
The negative

thoughts and fears
can be far more

devastating than the
reality is.”

- Diane McCarthy

Diane McCarthy speaks to the crowd
at her Dance for Life event
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Is your mom a breast cancer survivor who is deserving of some special treatment?
Tell us in 250 words or less why your mom, as a breast cancer survivor, is such an
inspiration to her friends, family or community, and you and your mom could both
be in for a real treat! Doneckers of Ephrata is offering a makeover grand prize for
one lucky winner, and the person who nominated her for the weekend of May 2-4,
2008. The winners must be able to travel to Ephrata, Lancaster County, to receive
the prize. The grand prize includes dinner for two at Donecker’s Restaurant, an
overnight stay, a makeover for mom& daughter, and a $500 gift card to Donecker’s
fashions. A percentage of sales from all shoppers over that weekend will go to the
PBCC.

Email your nomination to: heather@pabreastcancer.org and watch future Frontlines
and our electronic newsletter, Pink Link, for more details.

Makeover for Mom Contest!



Find
Your
Voice!

www.pabreastcancer.org Toll Free 800.377.8828
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In Review

Annual Conference
PA BREAST CANCER COALITION

The Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition Annual
Conference brings together breast cancer

survivors, advocates, corporate leaders, and policy
makers -- and the PBCC Board of Directors. The
PBCC Board meets twice a year in Harrisburg to
conduct PBCC business. Present at this year’s board
meeting, from left to right, Debbie Freer, Alice
Sanders, Sandy Cray, Kip Goldberg, Heather
Hibshman, Pat Stewart, Bonnie Harr, Pat Halpin-
Murphy, Leslie Stiles, Sandy Christianson, Andrea
Mastro, Leslie Anne Miller, Bonnie Squires, Gary
Gurian, and Jeanne Schmedlen

Pink Ribbon Awardee Speaker Dennis O’Brien sports a pink Eaglestie for the his speech at the luncheon. He was selected as a Pink
Ribbon Awardee for his work on legislation for reconstructive surgery
and his efforts to ensure a smooth renewal of the Income Tax Check-
Off -- so that Pennsylvanians could continue to donate throught their
state income tax form without interruption or delay. Pictured with
Speaker O’Brien are PBCC Board Members Jeanne Schmedlen, Bonnie
Squires, and Pat Halpin-Murphy. PBCC Board MemberDebbie Freer
was selected as a Pink Ribbon Awardee for her work as a breast cancer
survivor and advocate. She also organized and co-chaired the PBCC’s
largest single fundraiser of the year - Serendipity.

After a long day, the PBCC staff shows they are still going
strong! While the conference itself is only a two day affair,

the PBCC is hard at work to cooordinate the details of the
conference practically year-round! From event logistics and
registering attendees, to advertising and awardee selection, the
PBCC has much to do to ensure the success of each conference.
Development Director Brian Hand puts his trust in his fellow
staff members as they sweep him off his feet. Standing from left
to right, Jennifer Fetich, Sarah Lightman, Tricia Grove,
Heather Hibshman, Kim Eubanks, Carol Burkholder, and
Dolores Magro.

Save the date for 2008! - OOccttoobbeerr  88



African American women are less likely than
white women to develop breast cancer.

When they do develop breast cancer, however,
they are often diagnosed at younger ages and
at later stages of the disease.  They are also more
likely to die from the disease. Many have
attributed these variations in cancer
development and progression to access to care,
socioeconomic level, or personal belief systems
that affect the way a person approaches the
medical system.  A recent study presented in
October at a conference sponsored by the
American Society of Clinical Oncology and
other professional groups indicates that
biological factors may play an important role in
the way breast cancer appears and develops in
women of different races.
Dr. M. Catherine Lee at the University of

Michigan Comprehensive Cancer Center and
her colleagues reported results from a study that
showed that African American women are more
likely to have tumors classified as
estrogen-receptor negative (ER-).  Such tumors
do not respond well to tamoxifen and
aromatase inhibitor therapy, hormonal
treatments that have been proven effective in
ER-positive tumors. Tamoxifen and aromatase
inhibitors block or stop the production of the
female hormone estrogen, and ER- tumors are
resistant to such therapy, making them more
difficult to treat.  
Dr. Lee and her colleagues, who looked

restrospectively (historically) at almost 100,000
cases of women with breast cancer, found that
39% of tumors found in African American
women were ER-, compared with 22% of those
in white women.  ER- tumors were more
common in African American women at every
stage of disease and in all age groups, and
African American women were diagnosed at an
earlier age (an average of 57 years) than were
white women (an average of 62 years).  Level
of income had no effect on the likelihood of
being diagnosed with ER-disease. 
This study supports the findings of earlier

smaller studies that have indicated a biological

difference in the percentage of ER- tumors in
the African American and white breast cancer
populations.  The idea that genetics plays a part
in who will get cancer, what type of cancer they
will develop, and how lethal that cancer will be
should come as a surprise to no one.  Indeed,
one of the major directions cancer research is
now taking is the examination of which genes
affect the development and progression of the
disease in different women.  Cancer researchers
have understood for some time that a person's
genetic makeup can help determine the way a
family history of cancer "plays out."  In certain
families, for example, pancreatic cancer
develops in multiple members of the different
generations, passed on through biological
inheritance.  It is also known that in certain
races and ethnic groups, cancer appears and acts
somewhat differently than in other groups.  For
example, Japanese women in the United States
(with the same dietary and lifestyle patterns as
other Americans) who develop breast cancer
have overall higher rates of survival -- less
deadly cancers -- than do either African
American or white women.  Among Jewish
women of Ashkenazi (European) descent,
mutations in the BrCA1 and BrCA2 genes are
known to be more   prevalent, to occur in
multiple generations, and to pose very high risk
for breast and     ovarian cancer.  
The findings of Dr. Lee's study should not

alarm black women but should rather provide
evidence for the importance of annual
mammograms and healthy lifestyles.  They also
demonstrate why the participation of minority
women in clinical trials is so important–to find
effective treatments for particular cancers that
occur in different groups of women,
representatives from those groups must first be
studied and treatments specific to those cancers
must be devised.
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Barbara C. Good, PhD

African American Women More Likely
to Have ER-Negative Tumors and
More Aggressive Breast Cancer
by Barbara C. Good, PhD
Director, Scientific Publications
National Surgical Adjuvant Breast and Bowel Project
Pittsburgh, PA

“The findings of Dr.
Lee’s study should not
alarm black women but
should rather provide
evidence for the
importance of annual
mammograms and
healthy lifestyles.”

-- Barbara C. Good, PhD

PENNSYLVANIA BREAST CANCER COALITION
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MAKE HHOOPPEEGROW... Plant the seed in your community and watch it grow statewide - become a GGrraassssrroooottss  Partner!    To find out how, call Sarah at 717-738-9567 x107 or email sarah@pabreastcancer.org.

Mansfield, PA was hootin’
and hollerin’ for the

Country Round-Up for a
Cure, organized by breast
cancer survivors Barb Bailey,
Dee Hoffman, and Laurie
Seip.  Their efforts raised
over $7000 to support the

efforts of the
PBCC, and
rallied the
community of
M a n s f i e l d
around raising
breast cancer
awareness.  Hats
off to a job well
done ladies!!

GGrraassssrroooottss  Partners

MAKE HHOOPPEEGROW...

GGrraassssrroooottss  Partners

Above: (from left to right)
Event organizers Laurie Seip,
Barb Bailey, PBCC Executive
Director Heather Hibshman,

and event organizer Dee
Hoffman are rounded-up for a
group photo.    Right: State

Representative Matt Baker was
one of the honored guests and

speakers at the event.  

For the second year, Linda Golden organizedan extraordinary event to benefit the PBCC.
Ride the Trail for a Cure raised thousands of
dollars last year for the PBCC’s outreach efforts
-- and they raised nearly $12,000 again this year!
It was a beautiful day for a horse ride through
Gettysburg. and the event was a tremendous
success. Thanks to Linda Golden for her

leadership
and vision
in organizing
this event
to support
b r e a s t
c a n c e r
awareness.

Left: Linda Golden rides with a pink
ribbon flag. Above: Even the horses were

dressed in pink for the occasion.

Miss Keystone 2007
Courtney Harris chose

breast cancer as her platform,
and to advance the cause, she
recently held a tea to raise
awareness and money for the
PBCC in the process.  She
had raffle items and
entertainment for those who
attended.  $506 was raised for
the PBCC -- and the
awareness that Courtney is
raising through her work as
Miss Keystone is priceless!

Miss Keystone
2007 Courtney
Harris speaks to
the attendees at
her tea. Below:
Pink roses and
votives adorned
the tables as
centerpieces.

Walkers gathered at Green Ridge Village to help raise money for
the PBCC and enjoy the scenery of the beautiful campus at the

same time!   This was the second year that the walk was held in
conjunction with other activities across the campus -- and not only
did the number of participants increase dramatically -- the amount
raised for the PBCC did as well!.  Thanks to the efforts of the
walkers and the hard work by Darlene Hess of Green Ridge Village,
over $6000 was raised for the PBCC!  

A number of the walkers gather for a photo at the registration area.

The greens were turned
pink once again as the

Women in Pennsylvania
Government      Relations
held their golf tournament
to benefit the PBCC.
$7600 was raised in the
tournament’s second year,
which includes proceeds
from a successful caddy
auction of their male
colleagues.  A round of golf
claps are in order for
Gretchen Ramsey, Sherri
Bonawitz, and Leah
Kithcart for organizing the
event.  

Leah Kithcart (top) of the WPGR poses for a
photo with fellow golfers wearing pink visors,
which were made special for the event.  

AAccrroossss  tthe  State

The Flying Colors Art Group
used their artistic skills to raise

more than $2,400 for the PBCC
through their annual art show at the
Montgomery School in Chester
Springs.  Our thanks and appreciation
go out to Lin Webber, Maureen
Mesher, and all of the artists who
contributed their talents to the show.
You’ve created a masterpiece!

Our friends at the Carbon County
Art League brushed up an artsy

$640 for the PBCC through a
weekend art show at the Second
Saturdays Gallery in Jim Thorpe, PA.
This is the second year that the Art
League has done a benefit for the
PBCC,.  Many thanks to all involved
for thinking of the PBCC!

As 2007 draws to a close, thehundreds who purchased the
Dance to Heal calendars will be
taking them off their wall.  These
calendar holders can take comfort
in knowing they were part of an
effort that raised $5,700 for the
PBCC!  Special thanks to Judy
Travers, Mary Anne Keller,
Monroe County Captain Honi
Grasing, and Mary Jo Joyce for
their efforts!



PENNSYLVANIA BREAST CANCER COALITION Toll Free 800.377.8828

FRONTLINE - WINTER 2007 7

Plant the seed in your community and watch it grow statewide - become a Grassroottss  PPaarrttnneerr!!    To find out how, call Sarah at 717-738-9567 x107 or email sarah@pabreastcancer.org..

Mansfield, PA was hootin’
and hollerin’ for the

Country Round-Up for a
Cure, organized by breast
cancer survivors Barb Bailey,
Dee Hoffman, and Laurie
Seip.  Their efforts raised
over $7000 to support the

efforts of the
PBCC, and
rallied the
community of
M a n s f i e l d
around raising
breast cancer
awareness.  Hats
off to a job well
done ladies!!

Grassrootss  PPaarrttnneerrssGrassroottss  PPaarrttnneerrss

Central Montgomery Dermatology and Center forAesthetics in Lansdale had a client appreciation night
and asked the PBCC to be a part of it.  They presented a
$500 check to the PBCC.  Thanks to Dr. James Fairfield
and everyone at the office for thinking of the PBCC! 

For the past six Octobers, residents ofWestmoreland County gather
together at Aestique Medical Center for
Westmoreland Walks: Taking Steps
Against Breast Cancer. This 5k
walk/run grew out of the efforts of a
committee of three women committed
to doing something to address breast
cancer and promote awareness of the
disease.  Six years later, it has raised
more than $100,000 total for the
PBCC’s efforts, including a $12,000
donation this year.  Many thanks to the
entire Westmoreland Walks Committee,
especially PBCC Southwest Vice
President Bonnie Harr.

Top left:  Bonnie Harr,
Southwest Vice President for

the PBCC with Krista
Boggs Steiner.  Top right:
Hundreds of walkers head

down a straightaway as part
of the 5k course.

The Girls’ Leaders Association ofPlum Senior High School held
its annual Make a Difference Day in
October.  As part of their activities,
Plum High School senior Megan
Green sold pink ribbon chocolate
pops in the week before the GLA
held their breast cancer walk and
raised $160.  $800 was raised in all for
the PBCC, thanks to Megan, and Rose
Shrout for showing true leadership! Pennsy Supply presents a $5000 check to

PBCC President & Founder Pat Halpin-
Murphy to help the PBCC’s efforts

Teachers and staff of the Reading School District raised
$5000 for the PBCC -- just by putting on pink shirts and

blue jeans!  They organized a dress down day where faculty and
staff could pay $5 to wear pink shirts and blue jeans for a day.
Thanks to Jo Ann Lightman, Anne Fisher and all the school
nurses for coordinating this effort!

Leah Kithcart (top) of the WPGR poses for a
photo with fellow golfers wearing pink visors,
which were made special for the event.  

Across  tthhee  SSttaattee
The staff of the
Central 
Montgomery 
Dermatology and
Center for 
Aesthetics poses for
a photo with 
Dolores Magro of
the PBCC staff
(second from left)

Breast cancer survivor and ballroom dance instructorDiane McCarthy called upon her passion for dance to
create Dance for Life, which brought together musical
entertainment, great food, and ballroom dancing for a
festive evening at the Churchill Valley Country Club to
benefit the PBCC.
Diane waltzed and
fox-trotted to a
$12,000 donation for
the PBCC.  Many
thanks to Diane and
all those who worked
to make the event a
tremendous success!

Diane McCarthy (center)
with her sisters at the
Dance for Life event

As 2007 draws to a close, thehundreds who purchased the
Dance to Heal calendars will be
taking them off their wall.  These
calendar holders can take comfort
in knowing they were part of an
effort that raised $5,700 for the
PBCC!  Special thanks to Judy
Travers, Mary Anne Keller,
Monroe County Captain Honi
Grasing, and Mary Jo Joyce for
their efforts!

Paving PA Pink is whatPennsy Supply worked
to do with their pink
cement trucks and their
interactive website.  They
cemented a place in PBCC
history by holding a parade
in downtown Harrisburg in
October to show off their
pink cement trucks and
their commitment to the
PBCC’s mission.  Special
thanks to all those who
gave through the Pennsy
Supply special website!  

Robin Smith participatedin the 200 mile
Lancaster Nightmare Ride,
which was a bike ride
around the perimeter of
Lancaster County to
benefit the PBCC.  She
raised over $2,500 for the
PBCC through her efforts.
Thanks, Robin, for turning
the Nightmare Ride into a
dream come true for the
PBCC and the women
your efforts will benefit.

Thanks to Andrew Baloga for raffling
off his awesome pink bicycle to benefit
the PBCC.  Andrew raised $730
through his  efforts.  
Way to go!
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Many thanks to the following sponsors of the 2007
Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition Annual Conference

Leslie Anne Miller, Esq.
Jonathan H. Newman

Barr Pharmaceuticals, Inc. - Capital BlueCross - Capital Wine & 
Spirits Company, LLC - Carlisle Regional Medical Center - The Estée
Lauder    Companies Inc. - Geisinger Cancer Services - Geisinger
Health System    Breast Clinic - Genomic Health, Inc. - The Good
Samaritan Health System - Independence Blue Cross -
Kimmel Cancer Center at Jefferson - Lancaster General Cancer Center -
St. Mary Medical Center - Secretary Thomas W. Wolf

abc27/WHTM - Adams County Breast Cancer Coalition - Amalgamated
Transit Union - Andrews & Patel Associates, PC - APSCUF - Bronstein &
Jeffries Oncology - Buchanan, Ingersoll & Rooney, PC - The Cambridge
Schools - The Center for Women's Health, Ephrata Cancer Center,
Ephrata Community Ob/Gyn & Lancaster County Center for Plastic
Surgery at Ephrata Community Hospital - Cumberland Valley Breast Care
Alliance - Feinberg Shopp Associates - Guthrie Breast Care Center - Holy
Spirit Imaging Centers - Joyce Murtha Breast Care Center of Windber
Medical Center - Lehigh Valley Hospital and Health Network - Lewistown
Hospital Breast Care Center - Nazareth Hospital - Novinger Group, Inc. -
OakWood Breast Care Center - Speaker Dennis M. O'Brien - Pennsylvania
Medical Society - Pennsylvania State Education Association - Philadelphia
Federation of Teachers - Pinnacle Health - Purdy Insurance Agency, Inc. -
Quantum Imaging - The Reading Hospital and Medical Center - The
Regional Cancer Center - The Rena Rowan Breast Center at the Abramson
Cancer Center of the University of Pennsylvania - The Rosenfeld Cancer
Center at Abington Memorial Hospital - Sacred Heart Hospital - The
Wistar Institute - WPMT FOX43

Aegis Security Insurance Company - Blue Mountain Health System/Gnaden
Huetten Foundation - Comcast - Conestoga Wood Specialties Corp. - Joan
Karnell Cancer Center at Pennsylvania Hospital - Carol Rabe Palmer - PAPAN -
Squires Consulting - Vita Hematology-Oncology, PC

Bank of Lancaster County - Digestive Disease Center - Donegal Insurance
Group - Ephrata National Bank - Johnson & Johnson - Laborer's Local #135
- Law Offices of Cook & Niven - Lehigh Magnetic Imaging Center - Lutron
Electronics Co., Inc. - PA Commission for Women - The Phillips Group -
Phoenix Contact - Tristan Associates - UNITE HERE! Philadelphia Joint
Board - United Brotherhood of Carpenters Local # 845

AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals, LP
Penn State Cancer Institute 
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Awards Luncheon Sponsor

Pink Ribbon Reception Sponsor

Media Sponsor

Educational Workshop Sponsor

Nametag Sponsor

Continental Breakfast Sponsor

Totebag Sponsor

Media Sponsor

Media Sponsor

Exclusive SponsorsExclusive Sponsors
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2007 Leadership Training2007 Leadership Training

Leadership Training Graduates
Julie Barker
Kelli Baskerville
Lori Betz
Helen Blue
Ann Brooks
Karen Byers  
Lynn Cramer
Sandy Cray
Christine Daly
Dona Dellinger
Faatimah Gamble
Honi Grasing
Terri Huenefeld
Sandy Hukill
Ginger Jordan
Mary Jo Joyce

Deirdre Kamber, Esq.
Kathy Kolb
Marlene Lally
Sue Majoris 
Cyn McGinity
Connie Middleton
Marylou Osterman
Jessica Reppert
Alice Sanders
Kristin Sides

Donna Spoonhour
Linda Sterling
Pat Stewart 
Eileen Vilardi
Faith Williams
Dolly Woody
Elizabeth Yarnell

One of this year’s Leadership Training
workshops focused on strengthening

breast cancer legislative advocacy, patient
advocacy, and media outreach.  Presenters for
the workshop included Gayle Mills-Russell,
Director of Senator Arlen Specter’s
Harrisburg office; Susan George of the PA
Department of Health, Alicia Richards of
abc27. State Representative Katie True
addressed all participants at the lucheon on
legislative advocacy efforts.

Putting the fun in fundraising wasthe topic of the second Leadership
Training workshop. Successful PBCC
fundraisers shared  their ideas to help
the next crop of Grassroots Partners
take root.  Presenters included Dawn
Marie of Big Country Radio who
presented on Bras Across the
Susquehanna, Loren Crispell of Penn
State University Lady Lions Think
Pink Day, and Linda Golden who led
the   effort for Ride the Trail for a Cure.

Among those attending the Leadership
Training seminar were breast cancer

survivors, volunteers, PBCC board
members, support group leaders, and
advocates.  The seminar provided insight
and information for all who attended, no
matter how breast cancer touched their
lives.  It truly showed attendees that there
is something they can do to help in the
fight against breast cancer!  Will you
be among the Leadership Training
participants next year?

David Fillman, AFSCME Council 13 President, is given a pink tie
by PBCC President & Founder, Pat Halpin-Murphy.  AFSCME

Council 13 was the PBCC Annual Conference Luncheon Sponsor this
year -- and has been a major sponsor of every PBCC conference since
the very beginning.  By wearing the pink tie, David can show his
commitment to the PBCC’s mission of finding a cure now so our
daughters won’t have to!  Thank you, Dave -- and thank you AFSCME
Council 13!

President of AFSCME Council 13
Accepts Pink Tie from PBCC,
Proves Real Men Do Wear Pink!

State Rep. Katie True

Gayle Mills-Russell, Susan George, and Alicia
Richards

Pat Halpin-Murphy & Faatimah Gamble

Pat Halpin-Murphy presents a pink tie to 
David Fillman, AFSCME



Of course not, but if you let the
hustle and bustle of the holidays

sweep you to that New Year’s Eve party
without    making all the charitable gifts
to which you are entitled, you could end
up sending the IRS more than necessary
next April.
Wouldn’t you rather make a gift to

the PBCC instead?  Gifts to the PBCC
are tax deductible and more importantly help us continue
our vital work on behalf of the women in Pennsylvania who
have or will be diagnosed with breast cancer.
Like packages under the tree, gifts to the PBCC can be

of many shapes and sizes.  Yes, we love cash and checks but
we gladly accept contributions via credit card.  We would be
happy to help you boost your reward points total.
Did you make a good stock pick this year?  Great!  Just

don’t let the Grinch steal Christmas in April.  If you sell that
great pick outright you will likely pay capital gains tax on
the sale price less the amount you originally paid.  However,
if you donate that stock directly to the PBCC you may
qualify for a tax deduction for the full amount of its new
higher value.
We are always happy to discuss creative ways to support

the PBCC with no obligation to you.  If you have a question
please phone our development director, Brian Hand, at 717-
738-9567, extension 106 or visit our website at
www.pabreastcancer.org/donations.html. 
Remember, everyone’s financial situation is a little

different. You should consult your tax or financial advisor
for your specific tax implications.

www.pabreastcancer.org Toll Free 800.377.8828
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Is the IRS on Your 
Holiday Gift List?

Brian Hand
PBCC 

Development
Director

Pink Fountains Reflect Growing
Breast Cancer Awareness

State Representative
Jim Roebuck, Pat
Halpin-Murphy, and
PA Commission for
Women Executive
Director and PBCC
Honorary Chair
Leslie Stiles

participate in the
Harrisburg pink
fountain program.

PA Commission for
Women Executive
Director and
PBCC Honorary
Chair Leslie Stiles
(fourth from

left)Southwestern
PA PBCC Vice
President Bonnie
Harr (second from
right) and
represented the
PBCC at the
Pittsburgh Point
fountain.

The PA Commission for Women invited the PBCC to team up
once again to turn Pennsylvania’s fountains pink for breast
cancer awareness month.  Fountains in Harrisburg, Pittsburgh,
and Erie turned pink for the month of October.  It is a great
reminder of breast cancer awareness for all of the residents of
these Pennsylvania cities!  Thanks to Southwest VP Bonnie
Harr and Corrine Halperin Egan for representing the PBCC in
Pittsburgh and Erie, respectively.

We Reached

Earlier this year, the PBCC sent in the 2000th license plate
application, which means that right now someone is driving

with license plate 2000 on their car!   We’re hoping YOU will
help us reach our next milestone! 
If you have not yet become part of our driving force against breast

cancer, please visit our website at www.pabreastcancer.org and click on
the license plate icon to download the application, or call the PBCC
at 1-800-377-8828 x104 to request one to be mailed to you. 
Look for us to feature license plate 2000 (and its owner)  in our

next issue! 

Want one of these under your tree?

For a great stocking stuffer, you can purchase one of only
5000 tickets being sold to enter the 2008 Harley Davidson
Heritage Softail Raffle through Cox’s Northern Tier Harley
Davidson in Mansfield, PA.  Tickets are just $10 each!  The
drawing will be held on June 14, 2008 at Cox’s -- winner
need not be present to win.  Contact the PBCC to purchase
your tickets - 1-800-377-8828 x105



Wanted:
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“67 Women, 67 Counties” Traveling Photo Exhibit Visits 
Clearfield and Cumberland Counties

Above: Breast Cancer
survivor Susan Schwab
speaks as part of the
Cumberland County 

opening reception program.

Clearfield Exhibit Opening (from left to right): Mary Murphy,
Clearfield county exhibit participant; Rose Campbell, Administrative
Manager, Hahne Cancer Center and Breast Care Services, DRMC;
Doreen Desantis, local survivor; Heather Hibshman, PBCC executive

director; Rep. Dan Surra; Raymond A. Graeca, President, 
DuBois Regional Medical Center

The PBCC is looking for sites throughout the state to host our traveling
photo  exhibit “67 Women, 67 Counties: Facing Breast Cancer in
Pennsylvania™”.  Additional information and space requirements can
be found on our website at www.pabreastcancer.org/women.  If you
have a site that might be interested in hosting the display -- particularly
in the northern half of the state -- please call Jen Fetich at 1-800-377-
8828 x101 or email jennifer@pabreastcancer.org for additional
information.

St. Joseph’s University Think Pink Night
St. Joseph’s University, Philadelphia, Philadelphia County

Lady Lions Think Pink Day & “67 Women, 67
Counties: Facing Breast Cancer in Pennsylvania”
Bryce Jordan Center, State College, Centre County

Country Line Dancing for a Cure
Winners Circle Saloon, Grantville, Dauphin County

Donecker’s Pretty in Pink Weekend
Donecker’s Fashions, Ephrata, Lancaster County

Paint the Rink Pink: A Hat Trick Against Breast Cancer
Twin Ponds East, Harrisburg, Dauphin County

Chrome in the Canyon Harley Raffle Drawing
Cox’s Northern Tier Harley-Davidson, Mansfield
Tioga County

February 9

February 10

February 24

May 2-4

May 3

June 14

For more information on upcoming events, visit 
www.pabreastcancer.org/events

Wanted: Exhibit Locations
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CHECKYES
for Breast Cancer Research

Donate your state income tax refund on line 35 of your
state tax form. YOU can help find a cure for breast cancer!

Look for the PA Breast Cancer Coalition’s Income Tax Check-Off for Breast Cancer Research on line 35 of your state
income tax form, then donate all or part of your refund.  Every penny of your donation goes to cancer researchers in Pennsylvania
and so far over $2 million dollars has been raised! 

For more information visit www.pabreastcancer.org/tax or call 1-800-377-8828 x101

The communities of DuBois and Camp Hill hosted the PBCC’s traveling photo exhibit “67 Women, 67
Counties: Facing Breast Cancer in Pennsylvania™” this fall. The exhibit was on display at the DuBois Regional

Medical Center  in Clearfield County and just a few weeks later, it stopped at the Giant Super Food Store in Camp Hill. 
State Representative Dan Surra spoke at the DuBois Regional Medical Center opening reception, along

with PBCC’s Executive Director Heather Hibshman, Hahne Cancer Center employee Rose Campbell,
Hazeem El-Kassas, M.D., Medical Oncologist, survivorDoreen Desantis, and DRMC President Raymond
Graeca.  Clearfield exhibit participant Mary Murphy was also on hand to represent her county.  Special
thanks to the entire DRMC staff and exhibit committee for their hard work to bring the exhibit to Clearfield County!
The exhibit’s stop at GIANT marked the first time that the photo exhibition opened in a grocery store,

where 80% of the shoppers are typically women!  Taking part in the opening reception was Susan Schwab,
breast cancer survivor, Deputy State Treasurer for Administration; Susan George, Director,   Division of
Cancer Prevention & Control, the PA Department of Health; Pat Halpin-Murphy, PBCC President &
Founder; and Jodie Daubert, Vice President for General Merchandise, Health and Beauty Care, and Fuel
for Giant.  Thanks to all those who worked to make this unique opening a success!

CCoommiinngg  ttoo  YYoouurr
CCoommmmuunniittyy

CCoommiinngg  ttoo  YYoouurr
CCoommmmuunniittyy

The exhibit will be on display at the Penn State University Bryce Jordan
Center beginning February 10.  A reception to kick off the display will be held
in the South Gym immediately following the Lady Lions Think Pink game.
Tickets for the Lady Lions game will be provided free to breast cancers survivors
and 5 immediate family members.  Additional tickets are $5 each with a $1
donation going towards the Think Pink Fund. As always, the exhibit and
reception are free and open to the public. To purchase tickets and RSVP for
the exhibit reception call Justin Weyman at 814-863-6757 or email
countusin@athletics.psu.edu.   Additional details will be available on the PBCC
event calendar.

Upcoming 
Exhibit Opening:
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c/o Doneckers Complex
287 Duke Street
Ephrata, PA 17522

Address Service Requested

You can make a difference by donating all or part of your
state income tax return to fund breast cancer research!

PA’s FREE BBrreeaasstt  CCaanncceerr Treatment Program

WWhhoo  iiss  eelliiggiibbllee  ffoorr  tthhiiss  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  pprrooggrraamm??    IIss  tthheerree  aann  iinnccoommee  lliimmiitt  ttoo  bbee  eelliiggiibbllee  ffoorr
tthhiiss  pprrooggrraamm??  
To be eligible, you must be a woman under the age of 65, residing in PA who is a U.S. citizen or an eligible
alien, who is uninsured or without credible insurance.  You must have been screened and diagnosed under
the PA Department of Health’s HealthyWoman Program, or sign a release of information for your test results
to be sent to HealthyWoman and receive at least one HealthyWoman Program service such as a  consult,
screening or diagnostic test.  There is an income limit to be eligible -- your maximum annual family income
must not exceed 250% of poverty level. For example, to qualify, the current maximum allowed income for a
single person household is $24,500 and $33,000 for a two-person household. 

HHooww  ddoo  II  aappppllyy  ffoorr  tthhiiss  ffrreeee  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  pprrooggrraamm??  
You must apply for the BCCPT program through the HealthyWoman Program. Call HealthyWoman at
1-800-215-7494.

Information and Frequently Asked Questions

While I was going
through diagnosis
and treatment the
second time, I lost

my business and with
that, my 
insurance

coverage. My
medical expenses 
for breast cancer
treatment are 

covered through the
Breast and Cervical
Cancer Prevention

and Treatment
Program..

Gina Conners 
Philadelphia, PA

In the past, too many Pennsylvania women lost their battle against breast or cervical cancer
because they didn't have the money for proper treatment. 
Today in Pennsylvania, because of the efforts of the PA Breast Cancer Coalition and our
grassroots advocates, uninsured women of low or  moderate income who are diagnosed with
breast or cervical cancer can get quality care and treatment through the Breast and Cervical
Cancer Prevention and Treatment Program (BCCPT).
The PBCC was instrumental in getting this coverage, but we need YOUR help to spread the
word to all women. There  is something YOU can do.  Please help get this important
information out to the women and medical facilities in Pennsylvania.

No Insurance? We’ve got you covered!

“

”
The PBCC is working to bring information about the Breast and Cervical Cancer Prevention and Treatment Program to all
eligible Pennsylvania women so that no woman battling breast cancer will be turned away for treatment -- regardless of her
insurance situation.  To achieve this, the PBCC is holding Free Treatment Program Seminars in every region of PA, starting
with Southeast Pennsylvania on December 14.  These seminars will equip healthcare providers and breast cancer advocates

with the info they need to spread the word about this program! 
For more info, call the PBCC at 1-800-377-8828 x102


