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On the front line in the battle against breast cancer.

Pink has long been associated with
breast cancer awareness and outreach,

but at the 2006 Pennsylvania Breast
Cancer Coalition Annual Conference,
attendees were challenged to ‘Rethink
the Power of Pink’ and to use the color’s
visibility to connect it with action on
behalf of breast cancer patients,
survivors, and their families here in
Pennsylvania.

“It is great to see so
many people wearing pink
clothing and pink
ribbons,” said Pat Halpin-
Murphy, PBCC President
& Founder.  “That is one
way to show the power of
pink.  But we must act and
demonstrate the power of
pink. Pink is a vehicle for
change here in
Pennsylvania.”

Conference attendees
had the opportunity to
choose from thirteen different
workshop sessions, ranging from
topics on young women with breast
cancer to the husband’s role in
helping his wife fight the disease.

Evaluations of the conference have
been overwhelmingly positive -- and
we’re already looking ahead to
October 2007!

Conference Challenges All to
‘Rethink the Power of Pink’

The PBCC is always on the
move with the pink ribbon
license plate. Get yours now!
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Workshops, Exhibitors, Awardees demonstrate Power of Pink

W I N T E R 2006

So many wonderful Grassroots
Partners -- we couldn’t fit

them all on one page!  
Check out our Grassroots

Partner centerfold!

-pages 6 and 7-

Happy Holidays from the Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition!

Pending Legislation to Require Insurers to Cover
Patient Costs of Approved Clinical Trials

Abill in the PA House would require insurers in the state to cover the routine patient care costs of
approved clinical trials, provide for hearings and appeals, and establish the Pennsylvania Cancer

Clinical Trial Review Board to resolve disputes involving third-party reimbursement for routine
patient care costs incurred in association with approved cancer clinical trials.

The bill, sponsored by Speaker John M. Perzel, was co-sponsored by 52 of his colleagues.  It was
referred to the Committee on Health and Human Services and has not yet been passed.

Call your State Representative to urge his or her support and passage of this bill.  You can make
a difference!

Above:  Pat Halpin-Murphy, PBCC
President & Founder; Kip
Goldberg, Executive Director of the
NSABP; and Lt. Governor
Catherine Baker Knoll spoke at the
closing Pink Ribbon Reception.

Left:  Pink Ribbon
Awardee Speaker John
Perzel addresses  the
attendees.  Below: Leslie
Stiles, Executive
Director of the PA
Commission for Women
and PBCC Honorary
Chair accepts her Pink
Ribbon Award.

Make your online donation
to help us deck the halls (and
the entire state) in pink this
holiday season as we Paint

Pennsylvania Pink!

-page 12-

‘Tis the season to celebrate!
See what the PBCC is 
celebrating on page 10.

More conference 
coverage inside!
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From the desk of: Pat Halpin-Murphy
President & Founder

There are three questions you’ll always want to
ask before you begin treatment.  They are as

follows:  

1.  Is my employer self-insured or insured by a
third party carrier?

If you are employed,
ask your benefits manager
whether the company or
organization you work for
is self-insured or buys its
insurance from a third
party.  Depending on that
answer, state and federal
laws about breast cancer
coverage may apply
differently. When you
know the answer, go to
Part III of Breast Cancer: Covered or Not? to learn
what this means for you.

2.  Am I covered?
Before you begin any major treatment or make

any significant purchase (e.g., prosthesis), always
ask: Is this covered under my policy?  Whoever
prescribes your treatment should be able to answer

this question.  If not, check with your insur-
er before you proceed.  This applies to
Medicare beneficiaries as well as those with
private insurance.  Never assume that just
because the doctor is prescribing it, your
treatment is covered.

3.  How much do I have to pay?
If you are forced to pay for treatment, sup-

plies, medications or a device, ask how much
this will cost and whether there are any pro-
grams that might help defray these costs.  Go
to the Resources Section of our “Tool Kit” in

Breast Cancer: Covered or Not? for a list of resources
that are available for you.
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Three Questions You’ll Always Want to Ask
by Dr. Linda Rhodes & Pat Halpin-Murphy
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MOST FREQUENTLY ASKED INSURANCE &
EMPLOYMENT QUESTIONS ANSWERED:

FRONTLINE - WINTER 2006

Leslie Anne Miller, Esq.
Executive Vice President

Copies of Breast Cancer: Covered or Not?, the PBCC’s guide on insurance and employment are 
available to individuals and non-profits for $5 each.  The book in its entirety is also available for 

download on the PBCC’s website at www.pabreastcancer.org/insurance_book.html

Gary Gurian joined the PBCC Board in June
2003.  The most rewarding aspect of being on

the board for Gary is working
with staff and volunteers who
prove that the PBCC is a “small
yet mighty organization.”

Gary’s first professional job
was with the Peoria County
Health Department in  Illinois
as Venereal Disease Investigator
in the early 70’s when syphilis
and gonorrhea were the only
sexually transmitted diseases
addressed by the public health
community.  Gary is fortunate
to have already served in his
dream job!  His dream job was
to work as Deputy Secretary for
Public Programs, which gave
him the unique opportunity to work with the
Governor, senior administration, the legislature, and
stakeholders across the state to address a broad range
of public health issues.  Currently, he is the director
of C-Change, where he provides administrative
oversight to C-Change’s multi-sector Access to

Quality Cancer Care,  Clinical Trials,  Prevention
and Early Detection,  State Cancer Plans and

Tobacco Control Teams.
He is a diehard Philadelphia

Eagles and Donovan McNabb fan,
so his favorite website to visit is the
Eagles website.

Many people may not know
that Gary is an avid reader of
historical novels.  “They tend to put
a human face on history - good and
bad,” he said.

Gary’s wife, Barbara, is a nurse
practitioner who is the Director of
Allentown Health Bureau.  “I am
deeply in love and adore my wife
Barbara and cherish our time
together,” Gary said.

Gary also has two children
who are accomplished professionals in their own
right.  His daughter Rachael is a high school
guidance counselor in Philadelphia, and his son
Rhett manages international development projects
in Africa for a non-governmental agency based out
of Washington DC.

Meet Your Board Member: GARY GURIAN

PBCC Board Member Gary Gurian



Survivor
Spotlight

Dee Hoffman
Jobs Corner, PA
Tioga County

Illuminating the lives of breast cancer survivors

Dee Hoffman represents Tioga County in the
PBCC’s traveling photo exhibit along with

Laurie Seip and Barb Bailey.  Dee and her husband
have three daughters, 9 grandchildren and a 10th
grandchild due in December.  After she left the
corporate world, Dee and her husband bought a
farm where she raises Holstein dairy heifers.

One Day at a Time

On 9/11 my husband Don survived the attack
on Tower One of the World Trade Center.

Nine months later on June 14, 2002 I was
diagnosed with breast cancer.  People have said
that we are both lucky to have survived.  I say we
are blessed.

When my surgeon said, “You have breast
cancer,” the greatest challenge of my life present-
ed itself.  The woman I was yesterday is not the
woman I am today, nor will she remain the same
as she evolves into all her tomorrows.  Battling
breast cancer from diagnosis to survivorship
became a one day at a time challenge for all my
tomorrows.  

Tomorrow I want to grow old with my
husband Don.  Tomorrow I want to see my
daughter Gretchen graduate from Reading
Hospital School of Nursing.  Tomorrow I want to
dance and sing at all my grandchildren’s
weddings.  With nine grandchildren now and the
tenth grandchild due in December, that’s a lot of
dancing and a lot of new shoes!  Then I want to
cuddle great-grandchildren on my lap.  Tomorrow
I want to celebrate life with my family and
friends.  Tomorrow I want to always be there for
those who need my help battling cancer. And as
I meet all my tomorrows I will always be on my
knees thanking the Lord for the many blessings in
my life.  

Faith, Family, and Friends

Idiscovered the lump in my breast through a
self-exam, months after my November 2001

mammogram which had shown nothing.  The
surgeon said that if I didn’t do breast self-exam, by
the next mammogram in November 2002 it
might have been too late.  I always remind my
friends to use both tools … have mammograms
and do breast self-exam.

Throughout my diagnosis and treatment, I
was supported by what I like to call “The Three
F’s” … Faith, Family and Friends. 

Inspired to Act

This past October I attended the PBCC Breast
Cancer Leadership Training Seminar the day

before the PBCC Annual Conference.  I am
almost at a loss for words to describe the impact
that day had on me.  That was the most incredi-
ble learning experience I’ve ever had.  The charac-
ter and credibility of the workshop presenters
confirmed for me that I wanted to become more
involved with the PBCC.   

My friend Laurie Seip and I were so excited
and inspired from the training that by 3 ½ hours
into our drive home we had outlined our grass-
roots partners agenda.  We want every woman
and every family member to know about the
PBCC’s commitment to “find a cure for breast
cancer now… so our daughters won’t have to.”

On October 6, 2007 we will present “Country
Roundup for the Cure,” a fundraiser for the
PBCC with a patriotic theme celebrating God,
country, family, and cancer survivors.  The
evening will feature a pig roast with all the trim-
mings, bands performing country and Southern
gospel music, and the chance for attendees to par-
ticipate in Tioga County’s largest line dance.  State
Representative Matt Baker has agreed to serve as
honorary chair of the event.

Organizing “Country Roundup for the Cure”
will give me lots of opportunities to use one of the
lessons from Leadership Training.  I learned that
if you take “no” for an answer, that’s what you’ll
get.  We won’t be taking “no” for an answer as we
move forward to make the event a success in
fundraising and breast cancer awareness.

“The woman I was
yesterday is not
the woman I am

today, nor will she
remain the same as
she evolves into all

her tomorrows.”
- Dee Hoffman

Dee Hoffman with her yellow Lab Clancy.  Dee accompanies Clancy 
to the Falck Cancer Center each week where he volunteers as a 
trained companion for radiation and chemotherapy patients.
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The Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition’s traveling photo exhibit “67
Women, 67 Counties: Facing Breast Cancer in Pennsylvania” opened at the

Thomas Jefferson University Hospital, Philadelphia, in October to help spread
the message of breast cancer awareness and the importance of early      detection
during National Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  

Speakers at the opening reception were PBCC President & Founder, Pat
Halpin-Murphy, Janet Burnham, TJUH Senior Vice President for Planning;
Rick Pestell, Director of the Kimmel Cancer Center; and Leslie Stiles, Executive
Director of the PA Commission for Women,
Kimmel Cancer Center at Jefferson Buddy,
member of the Women’s Advisory Board for the
Jefferson Breast Care Center, and Honorary
Chair of the PBCC.

Many thanks to committee chair
Rosanne Iacono and to Thomas Jefferson
University Hospitals, Inc. for their hospitality
and for hosting a beautiful opening reception
for Philadelphia County!

PENNSYLVANIA BREAST CANCER COALITION
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In October, I had the pleasure to attend the
inaugural LiveSTRONG Summit, hosted by the

Lance Armstrong Foundation, in Austin, Texas.  It
was a gathering of about 1,000 people – cancer
survivors, healthcare professionals and advocates.
We were all
selected as
d e l e g a t e s
based upon
o u r
willingness to
champion the
cancer cause
in our own
communities,
and I was one
of only 19
people who
attended from
Pennsylvania.  

The speakers were phenomenal and included
Lance Armstrong; Elizabeth Edwards and Dr.
Antonia Novello, the country’s first female surgeon
general.  

So what did I learn, one co-worker wanted to
know?  I learned that the PBCC already does a lot

of things
right.  We
are a
s t r o n g
advocacy
organiza-
tion with a
s t r o n g
b o a r d ,
staff and
army of
volunteers.
We are
large in

our mission and in our thinking, yet small and
manageable in our staff and in our budget.  I was
proud to be there representing Pennsylvania’s breast
cancer survivors.

I also learned that, although it may sound
cliché, one person truly can make a difference.  In
fact, all it takes is one to have an idea, to lead the
charge, to talk to a senator, to drive a friend to
treatment.    

I made friends from across the country and in
various stages of treatment.  I was inspired to be
more aware of what is going on in my own cancer
community, in my life and in the lives of my friends
and family. I was inspired to be the one who makes
the difference.  I was inspired to LiveSTRONG!  

Executive Director
Heather Hibshman’s

LiveSTRONG Summit
Experience

Heather and Nancy, a friend and cancer
survivor who she met at the summit

LiveSTRONG Founder 
Lance Armstrong

In Loving Memory...
Maggie Mudd

Board Member, Volunteer, Friend

We are all deeply saddened by the recent loss of
our dear friend and long-time Pennsylvania Breast
Cancer Coalition board member, Maggie Mudd.  

For more than 25 years, Maggie practiced
marriage and family therapy in Gettysburg and she
founded Family Mediation Services.

Maggie was a firm believer in breast cancer
education, and the PBCC has established a special
scholarship fund to honor her memory and
celebrate her life.  Each year, the PBCC will provide a full scholarship to two
women from Adams County to attend our annual conference.  To make a
donation to provide additional scholarships to the Maggie Mudd Scholarship
Fund, please send a check to PBCC, 287 Duke St, Ephrata, PA  17522 or visit
our website to donate online.  Application information for these scholarships
will be available prior to the 2007 conference.    

We join with Maggie’s family and friends in mourning her loss.

Traveling Photo Exhibit Visits
Philadelphia County
Hosted by Thomas Jefferson University Hospital

Above: Pat Halpin-
Murphy, Rick Pestell,
and Janet Burnham
all spoke at the
exhibit opening.
Left:  Breast cancer
survivors join together
to celebrate the
courage, hope, and
dignity with which
they fight the disease.

Scholarship Fund Established in Maggie’s Honor

- Heather Hibshman



Anastrozole (Arimidex®), letrozole (Femara®),
and exemestane (Aromasin®) are chemical

agents referred to as “aromatase inhibitors” (AIs)
because they block the action of the enzyme
aromatase, which is primarily responsible for
converting androgen to estrogen in
postmenopausal women.  Inhibiting aromatase in
these women suppresses estrogen, the driving
force of tumor growth in patients with hormone-
sensitive breast cancer (ER-
positive breast cancer).
This class of drugs has been
shown to be effective in
advanced breast cancer and,
more recently, as adjuvant
(treatment that usually
comes after surgery)
therapy in early breast
cancer.

In the adjuvant setting,
it has been shown that
taking an AI for 5 years as
initial adjuvant hormonal
therapy was superior to
taking tamoxifen for 5
years.  Taking an AI for 2-3
years after taking tamoxifen
for 2-3 years has been
found to be superior to taking tamoxifen for a
5-year period.  And an AI taken by patients who
completed 5 years of tamoxifen was found to
improve outcome significantly compared to a
placebo after tamoxifen. Based on these results,
many physicians are now recommending AIs as
adjuvant therapy for women who 10 years ago
would have been prescribed only 5 years of
tamoxifen.  

But no information currently exists on the
optimal length of time AIs should be taken.
Schedules used in the studies noted above were
chosen arbitrarily, based on previous experience
with tamoxifen or for the purposes of a particular
study design.  This was also true with regard to the
use of adjuvant tamoxifen; definitive information
on its optimal duration was obtained after several
years of its use in the adjuvant setting. Although
taking tamoxifen for up to 5 years resulted in
increased benefit compared to taking it for a
shorter time, no additional benefit was found if it
was taken longer than 5 years.  Based on our
experience with tamoxifen, it is by no means a
“given” that taking adjuvant AIs longer than 5
years will necessarily result in increased benefit
compared to 5 years of therapy.  As the adjuvant
use of AIs continues to grow, the question of what
the best length of time is for a woman to take
these drugs needs to be addressed.  

For this reason, the NSABP has launched its
B-42 study.  B-42 is a randomized phase III trial
being conducted to compare the effectiveness of
the drug letrozole with a placebo in treating
postmenopausal women who have completed 5
years of hormonal therapy with either an AI or 5
years of tamoxifen followed by an AI.  In addition
to examining whether prolonged letrozole therapy
will improve disease-free survival, the trial will

look at whether such
therapy will improve
overall survival, breast
cancer-free survival, and
time to distant recur-
rence, and whether it
will increase the inci-
dence of osteoporotic-
related fractures and
arterial thrombotic
events in these women.

Those eligible for
the study must have had
stage I, II, or IIIA breast
cancer at the time of
their original diagnosis
and must be disease-free
after completing 5 years
of hormonal therapy

consisting of an AI or tamoxifen followed by an
AI.  Patients will be   randomized to take either
2.5 mg of letrozole or a placebo orally once a day
for 5 years (Fig 1).  Nearly 4000 patients will
participate in this study, which opened this past
August.

If you fit the description above and you have
undergone a minimum of 2 years of hormonal
therapy with tamoxifen or an aromatase inhibitor,
you can register for this trial and may be offered
letrozole at no cost until you complete 5 years of
initial adjuvant hormonal therapy.  You are under
no obligation to participate in the randomized
segment of the trial to qualify for this benefit.  

For more information, speak to your physician
about NSABP trial B-42, go to clinicaltrials.gov
and enter B-42 letrozole as your search term, or
log onto the NSABP website at
www.nsabp.pitt.edu/.  The latter lists the more
than 70 hospitals and clinics all across the country,
six of which are in Pennsylvania, at which the B-
42 trial is being carried out.  You can also call the
National Cancer Institute at 1-800-4-CANCER
for more information or to locate a site near you.

The six locations in Pennsylvania are Albert
Einstein Healthcare Network; Western
Pennsylvania Hospital; Mercy Hospital; Reading
Hospital & Medical Center; CCOP, Main Line
Health; and York Hospital.
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Eleftherios P. Mamounas,
MD

Long-Term Effects of Aromatase Inhibitor
Therapy Examined in Clinical Trial B-42
by Eleftherios P. Mamounas, M.D., M.P.H.
Associate Professor of Surgery, Northeastern Ohio Universities College of Medicine
Medical Director, Aultman Cancer Center, Canton, OH
Chairman, Breast Committee, National Surgical Adjuvant Breast and Bowel Project

“As the use of    
aromatase inhibitors 
continues to grow,
the question of what
the best length of
time is for a woman
to take these drugs
needs to be
addressed.”

-- Dr. Eleftherios P.
Mamounas

PENNSYLVANIA BREAST CANCER COALITION

NSABP B-42

Postmenopausal Women
Hormone Receptor Positive Invasive Breast Cancer

Completed 5 Years of Hormonal Therapy
(5 Years of an AI or

< 3 Years of Tamoxifen Followed by an AI)

Randomization

Group 2

Letrozole 2.5 mg
taken orally

once daily for 5 years

Group 1

Placebo
taken orally

once daily for 5 years

Legend for Fig 1.
Fig 1.  Trial design for the NSABP’s
B-42 study.

Dr Mamounas thanks Barbara C.
Good, PhD, Director of Scientific
Publications for the NSABP, for
assistance in the preparation of this
article.

Fig 1.
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MAKE HHOOPPEEGROW... Plant the seed in your community and watch it grow statewide - become a GGrraassssrrooootts Partner!  To find out how, call Amy at 717-738-9567 x106 or email amy@pabreastcancer.org.

Above right: The horses wore pink ribbons as the Grey
Mares gathered to begin their ride in mid-October.  Right: (from L to R) Kerry, Linda, and
Lee Golden’s solidarity demonstrates that fighting breast cancer is a family affair.

Pink ribbons were in no short supply
at the 3rd Annual Pink Ribbon

Challenge, which honors the life and
spirit of Joyce Morelock Hoffman
through a ladies only golf tournament.
The tournament raised over $10,000 for
the PBCC and a hole in one for breast
cancer awareness throughout the region.
Our deepest gratitude goes to Cindy

Staub, Jane
Rice, Jeff Van
Etten, and
M i c h a e l
Hoffman for
their efforts in
planning and
organizing the
event.

GGrraassssrroooottss Partners
AAccrroossss tthhe State

The Grey Mare Society
helped the PBCC on our

journey toward a cure by
raising over $7000 to benefit
PA breast cancer survivors and
their families through the first
annual Ride the Trail to a
Cure in Michaux State Forest
in Mont Alto.  77 riders from
three states joined forces with
their horses and raised over
$10,000 for breast cancer
awareness and outreach in Pennsylvania and
Maryland  in the PBCC’s first ever horse event!
Special thanks to Linda Golden for all of her hard
work and dedication to making this event such an
overwhelming success!

MAKE HHOOPPEEGROW...

GGrraassssrroooottss Partners

Above: The winning foursome of
the 3rd Annual Pink  Ribbon

Challenge.  Right: Event
organizers Cindy Staub and

Michael Hoffman, husband of
the late Joyce Hoffman take a

minute to pose in pink.

The greens of Eagle Rock Golf Resort in Hazleton turned pink
for the day as the 7th Annual Eagle Rock Women’s Golf

Classic was held to raise awareness and funds for the PBCC!  Mark
a hole in one for Sandy Pitonyak and all those who organized and
participated in the event.  You are much appreciated!

Once again, the Flying
Colors Art Group

held their annual art show
at the Montgomery
School in Chester Springs
and donated over $2,400
to the PBCC.  Our thanks
and appreciation goes out
to Lin Webber, Maureen
Mesher, and all of the
artists who contributed.

Not even a rainy day could dampen
the spirits of those who took part in

the 5th Annual Westmoreland Walks:
Taking Steps Against Breast Cancer 5k
walk/run!  Hundreds walked from
Aestique Medical Center and Spa
following a special Celebration of Life

Ceremony to Twin Lakes Park.  The
event raised $30,000 for the PBCC,
making it the largest Grassroots
Partners fundraiser this year!  We
applaud and thank the entire
Westmoreland Walks board, board
president Meagan Bilik DeFazio and
the three co-founders of the walk -
Kathy Brown, Bonnie Harr, PBCC
Southwest Vice President, and Cheryl
McMullen for the steps that they have
taken to make this event the great
success it is today!

Bob Storey’s winning hand
in a Las Vegas Texas

Hold ‘em Poker breast cancer
charity tournament sponsored
by the Click Wine Group
brought in $5,000 for the
PBCC!  The donation is from
Bob’s second place finish
which allowed him to choose a
breast cancer charity to receive
$5,000.  The donation comes
from Capital Wine and Spirits
of the Charmer Sunbelt
Group.

Above: Breast cancer
survivor Natalie speaks

about her experience with
her young daughter at

her side.  Right: Walkers
celebrate the memories

of a loved one.

Right:  Two ladies
walk in memory of

their sister who
passed away from

breast cancer.

Bob Storey, Chairman (left) and Kevin
Karcher, President (right) of Capital
Wine and Spirits present the donation to
PBCC President & Founder Pat Halpin-
Murphy.

Motorists crossing from Selinsgrove to Sunbury saw quite a sight when over 5,000 bras
were strung across the Susquehanna River in

BIG Country’s Bras Across the Susquehanna.
Volunteers braved the cold to help lift the bras in a
show of support of breast cancer awareness and
advocacy.  Local sponsors made donations for each
bra collected, and in total the event raised over
$10,000 for the PBCC!  An abundance of thanks to
Dawn Marie and all
of BIG Country
Radio for their efforts
with this event.  Our
cup runneth over!

Above:  Volunteers hold up
the bras across the river.
Enough bras were collected
to cross the river twice!

Right: The BIG Country
Radio team and event

volunteers pose after the
successful event!  

PBCC staff Jen Fetich (second from left)
with the Flying Colors Board Members

Tony Rubel and the Carbon County Art League held a Power
of Pink art exhibit which raised money and awareness of the

PBCC - and they’re already thinking about next year!  Thanks for
all your efforts!
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Sligo’s in Media, PA opened

its doors to breast cancer
awareness and concert goers
who together raised over $900
for the PBCC.  Many thanks to
Neil Horsfield and the band,
Fitch, for generously donating
their time, talent, and perform-
ance fee to the PBCC.  
Neil Horsfield with PBCC staffer and the opening act, Dolores Magro

Motorcycles were out in full force when the
Pocono Motorcycling Sisters held their

poker run to benefit the PBCC.  Both male and
female riders came out to support breast cancer
awareness and raise money for the PBCC!  Many
thanks to Fran Kintz and all of the PMS Sisters for
revving up their engines in an efforts to make the
ride such a tremendous success.

Above:  The PMS
Sisters helped raise

breast cancer awareness
through their t-shirts

and the event.  Right:
A rider and his 

passenger get ready to
start the run.

Lancaster and all of southcentral PA was buzzing about
this year’s Divas of Jazz event, held in a new venue at

the B.P.O. Elks in downtown Lancaster.  The Divas of Jazz
performed to a sell out crowd and hit all the right notes to
bring home more than $25,000 for the PBCC and an
unforgettable night of music and entertainment for the
guests who attended.  Many thanks to committee chair
Cathy Kornfield, the Divas, the committee, Kitchen Kettle
Village, and all of the volunteers and staff that made the
night possible!  Bravo!

 Hazleton turned pink
 Rock Women’s Golf
s for the PBCC!  Mark
ose who organized and
reciated! Prime Outlets Grove City is well

on its way to bringing in over
$1000 dollars before the end of the
year through their Wish For a Cure
wishing well!  More than $500 has
been raised in less than two months.
Drop the money you save from
shopping at the outlets this holiday
season into the well and let’s make
the wish come true!

Last year, Agnes White, an Independent
Longaberger Branch Leader for the Country

Sampler Branch held a “Together We Have Hope”
Luncheon, which raised both funds and awareness
for the PBCC.  This year, in an encore
performance, Agnes and those who attended the
luncheon more than tripled their contribution to
the PBCC by raising $6200!  A basket of thanks to
Agnes and event speakers Kay Bachand and Gail
Hibshman and all those
who organized, sponsored,
and attended this
wonderful event!

Breast cancer survivor and
event speaker Gail Hibshman

with Miss Philadelphia,
Mary Kay Jacono

Even with a centerfold, there were still WAY too
many events to list!  Check out our Grassroots

Partners section in our Spring 2007 Frontline --
and watch for our new Grassroots Partners

website -- for what couldn’t fit here!

PBCC staff Carol
Burkholder and
Kim Eubanks
pictured with
Agnes White
(center) who
organized the
event

airman (left) and Kevin
ent (right) of Capital
its present the donation to
nt & Founder Pat Halpin-

Top right:  PBCC Northwest
Vice President Denise

Robison attended the kick-off
reception.  Right:  (L to R)
Michele Czerwinski, senior 

marketing manager; Carmen
DeRose, general manager;

and Trinity D'Andrea,
manager in training stand 

by the wishing well

n Fetich (second from left)
ng Colors Board Members

Art League held a Power
ey and awareness of the
t next year!  Thanks for
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Many than ks to the following sponsors of the 2006
Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition Annual Conference

AFSCME District Council 90 - Genomic Health, Inc. - 
Philadelphia Federation of Teachers

Barr Pharmaceuticals, Inc. - The Estée Lauder Companies Inc. - 
Fox Chase Cancer Center - Geisinger Health System - 
The Good Samaritan Health System - Independence Blue Cross - 
Leslie Anne Miller, Esq. - Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation - 
St. Mary Medical Center - Verizon

Abramson Cancer Center of the University of Pennsylvania - Adams County
Breast Cancer Coalition - Aegis Security Insurance Company -
Amalgamated Transit Union - Andrews & Patel Associates, PC - Angino &
Rovner, PC - Association of Pennsylvania State College and University
Faculties - The Center for Women’s Health, Ephrata Cancer Center, Ephrata
Community OB/GYN and Lancaster County Center for Plastic Surgery at
Ephrata Community Hospital - Feinberg Shopp Associates - Gateway
Health Plan Medicare Assured - Guthrie Breast Care Center - Holy Spirit
Hospital - Jewish Healthcare Foundation - Joyce Murtha Breast Care Center
- Kimmel Cancer Center at Jefferson - Lancaster General Women’s & Babies
Hospital - Magnetic Imaging Center - Main Line Health - Nazareth
Hospital - Novinger Group, Inc. - Penn State Hershey Breast Program -
Pennsylvania Medical Society - Pennsylvania State Education Association -
The Phillies - Pinnacle Health System - Purdy Insurance Agency - The
Reading Hospital and Medical Center - The Regional Cancer Center -
Susquehanna Breast Care Center - Temple University Health System -
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital - Wal-Mart (Latrobe, PA) -
Waste Management, Inc. - The Wistar Institute - WPMT-FOX43

Bank of Lancaster County - Blue Mountain Health System-Gnaden Huetten
Foundation - Conestoga Wood Specialities Corp. - Goldman Sachs & Co. -
Hilton Harrisburg - International Union of Operating Engineers Local 542 - 
Joan Karnell Cancer Center at Pennsylvania Hospital - Local 1201 National 
Conference of Fireman & Oilers - OakWood Center Radiation Oncology - 
The Patriot-News - Saint Vincent Health System - Sovereign Bank - Squires 
Consulting - URL Financial Group - The Winter Group, LLC

Susan L. Anderson - Community Medical Center Healthcare System - 
Concurrent Technologies Corporation - Cook & Niven Law Offices - 
Digestive Disease Center - Donegal Insurance Group - Erie Insurance Group -
Rosemarie B. Greco - The Hershey Company - Hilton Garden Inn Lancaster -
Johnson & Johnson-MERCK - Lehigh Magnetic Imaging Center - Lutron
Electronics Co., Inc. - Neiman Group - Pennsylvania Association of
PeriAnesthesia Nurses

Divas of Jazz - Pink Ribbon Challenge - 
Westmoreland Walks, Inc. - Women in PA Government RelationsGGoolldd
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Awards Luncheon Sponsor

Evening Reception Sponsor

Media Sponsor

Educational Workshop Sponsor

Nametag Sponsor

Opening Session Sponsor

Totebag Sponsor

Continental Breakfast Sponsor

Pin k Ribbon Reception Sponsor
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The 2006 Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition
Annual Conference in Review!

Because of the generosity of PBCC Scholarship
providers, five Pennsylvania College of Technology
nursing  students and their professor attended this
year’s conference at no cost to them.  

“I wish I had had Marc Silver’s book when
I was diagnosed seven years ago.  Only

now are my sons and husband telling me
how helpless and ineffectual they felt.

They wanted to be supportive, but weren’t
sure how best to help me.”

- Gail

Bervenice Anderson
Sherry L. Bonawitz
Karen J. Boswell
Dianne Catlin, RNC
Regina Connors
Shirley A. Dautrich
Audra A. Eyster
Heather Folk
Diane L. Funston
Linda L. Golden
Kerry Golden
Honi G. Grasing
Katlin E. B. Harker
Helen L. Harshbarger, MS, CRNP
Dorothy “Dee” L. Hoffman
Rachel Hurnyak
Mary Jo Joyce
Teri Knopf
Kathy Kolb
Mandy Kuhn
Rhonda Marshall
Susan Moore
Marie A. Poland, ASC
Kelly A. Preski
Gretchen L. Ramsey
Laurie A. Seip
Eileen B. Sinsheimer
Sherry Sirianni
Graceann Steckbeck
Linda Sterling
Heather R. Vail, RN
Kathleen G. Wilson, BS
Elizabeth L. Yarnell
Nicole Yetter
Melissa Yingling

2006 Leadership Training
Graduates

2006 Leadership Training

Workshop Testimonial
Mr. Don’t Fix It
by Marc Silver

Evaluations of the 2006
Leadership Training are in --

and the survey says it was a day
well spent on learning the skills
and gathering the knowledge
needed to be a leader in the breast
cancer community in both
advocacy and fundraising.

Special thanks to all those
proven leaders who presented

and moderated at the training --
Rosemary Chiavetta, Amy
Collins, Cheryl Delsite, Bonnie
Harr, Dolores Magro, Gayle
Mills, Christina Persson, Bonnie
Squires, Tema Tiller, and Rob
Ziemba.  And especially to Carol
Burkholder for all of her hard
work in planning and organizing
the event.

If you missed this year’s
Leadership Training, and would

like to attend the next time it is
presented, watch for details in an
upcoming issue of Frontline and
at www.pabreastcancer.org.

A big THANK YOU card just
isn’t enough to show our
appreciation to our conference
photographer, John Tropp.  This
was John’s last conference as our
photographer, as he has decided to
pursue other interests.  Thanks so
much for your service, John.  We
will miss you!!

“Once again, the
Conference was another

WOW!  It is nothing shy
of incredible how you

outdo yourselves 
each year...”

-Karen  
Carlisle, PA

“I was so inspired by the
women I met, the efforts
of those celebrated and
mostly, the overall force
that is the PBCC.  I will
do everything I can to
help “Paint Pennsylvania
Pink” this coming year.”
- Gina
Philadelphia, PA

Bonnie Harr

Dolores Magro & Gayle
Mills of Senator Arlen
Specter’s Office



www.pabreastcancer.org Toll Free 800.377.8828

11

PBCC President & Founder Pat Halpin-Murphy Helps the
National Surgical Adjuvant Breast and Bowel Project Open Their
New Pathology Laboratory in Pittsburgh

Oncotype DX   Can Help Predict
Chemotherapy Response and
Likelihood of Recurrence

PENNSYLVANIA BREAST CANCER COALITION

FRONTLINE - WINTER 2006

CCoommiinngg ttoo YYoouurr
CCoommmmuunniittyy

Ongoing

Jan. 17-26

Feb. 25

March 3

May 3-13

May 5

May 8

June 10

CCoommiinngg ttoo YYoouurr
CCoommmmuunniittyy

For more information on upcoming events, visit
www.pabreastcancer.org/events.html

Pennsylvania is fortunate to be
home to the nation’s largest clinical

trial cooperative group in breast and
colorectal cancer research - The
NSABP Foundation, Inc., which
recently introduced its new pathology
laboratory on the North Side of
Pittsburgh.

Pat Halpin-Murphy, the President
and Founder of the PBCC and a
board member of the NSABP,
participated in the ribbon cutting
ceremony along with Mary Lois
Verrilla, a well known Pittsburgh artist
and seventeen year breast cancer
survivor and NSABP clinical trial
participant.

During its 50 year history, the
NSABP has been a leader in surgical
and adjuvant breast and colorectal
cancer therapies.  The NSABP’s work
led to the establishment of

lumpectomy plus radiation as the
standard surgical treatment for breast
cancer, rather than a radical
mastectomy.  Most recently, the
NSABP’s work has demonstrated the
preventative effects of the drugs
tamoxifen and raloxifene in breast
cancer in the STAR trial.

The opening of the laboratory
was largely supported by grants from
the National Cancer Institute.  It also
received additional funding through
the Pennsylvania State Tobacco
Formula Grant.

The new laboratory’s advanced
technology will allow the NSABP to
continue their cutting edge work and
conduct studies specialized in treating
breast and colorectal cancer.

For more information on the
NSABP, please visit their website at
http://foundation.nsabp.org.

Dr. Soonmyung Paik talks with Pat Halpin-Murphy
and former Honorary Chair of the PBCC and current
Honorary Board Member, First Lady Michele Ridge

The new NSABP Pathology Laboratory,
the largest centralized breast and 

colorectal tumor tissue bank in the 
world, is heralded by the National Cancer

Institute as a “national treasure”.

Wishing Well
Prime Outlets, Grove City

The Glenlivet City Links
Philadelphia

2nd Annual Country Line 
Dancing for a Cure
Grantville

3rd Annual Live Like You Were Dying
Dance Recital
State College

“67 Women, 67 Counties: Facing
Breast Cancer in Pennsylvania”
Bradford County

Slap Shot 2: “Paint the Rink Pink”
Charity Hockey Game
Harrisburg

Serendipity: An Evening With
Singer/Songwriter Barry Mason
Lancaster

Dancing Under the Stars
Harrisburg

Oncotype DXTM is a clinically
validated laboratory test, which

can be ordered by physicians to help
predict the likelihood of breast cancer
recurrence in women with newly
diagnosed, early stage invasive breast
cancer. Oncotype DXTM also assesses
the benefit from certain types of
chemotherapy, which is very useful for
women who are considering which
treatment option would work best.

Oncotype DXTM is the first cancer
test of its kind to use the unique gene
expression profile of a patient's tumor
to quantify the likelihood that her
breast cancer will recur.  It also can

provide doctors with a better
understanding of the aggressiveness of
individual tumors. This information
may provide an added measure of
confidence for both the patient and
the doctor that the treatment plan is
tailored to the patient's individual
disease.

The test analyzes a specific set of
genes within the tumor to get a
Recurrence Score.  The Recurrence
Score is a number between 0 and 100
that corresponds to a specific
likelihood of breast cancer recurrence
within 10 years of your initial
diagnosis.

For more information on the test, visit www.genomichealth.com/oncotype/

As tax season approaches, don’t forget to
Check YES and donate all or part of your
state income tax refund to breast cancer
research.

So far, over $2 million has been raised for 
breast cancer research in this state!

TM
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Be a driving force in the fight 
against breast cancer.  

Order your pink ribbon plate today!
www.pabreastcancer.org/license.html 
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- A. Collins

Twas the night before Christmas
And all through PA

Children were on watch
For Santa and his sleigh

And as I wrapped presents
And iced a Christmas cake

I suddenly remembered
One last gift I had to make

I sat down at my laptop
And my fingers they flew

To make my donation
The last thing left to do

When up on the roof 
There arose such a clatter
I sprang from my chair 
To explore the matter

Down the chimney he slid
With presents in tow
Each one of the gifts

Wrapped with a pink bow

I stood there gaping
My mouth opened wide
He spotted me staring
It was too late to hide

He was gone with a laugh
A nod and a wink,

But I heard him exclaim
“Let’s Paint Pennsylvania Pink!”

A PBCC Christmas Poem
PBCC Forecasts a PINK Christmas!PBCC Forecasts a PINK Christmas!

We at the PBCC are pleased to report that a light dusting of pink has been cropping up across
many portions of Pennsylvania due to your generous donations to help Paint Pennsylvania

Pink.  A very pink Christmas has been forecast for much of the state, with some parts already
experiencing heavier pink than usual.  A strong front is moving into the southwest, and predictions
are that all parts of the state will experience a pink downpour with online donations to last
throughout the winter.  

This is your chance to have control over the weather, so grab your wallet, sit down at your
computer, and help us make it a pink holiday season as you make your own donation to help us Paint
Pennsylvania Pink!  Make a donation in tribute to a friend for a heartfelt Christmas gift!

Our new and improved online Marketplace is sure to make 
your holiday gift giving a little easier!

Check it out at www.pabreastcancer.org/store.html

Congratulations to Adams County, which was the first county to 
reach the hot pink level on the Pennsylvania map!  Many thanks 

to Dr. D. Lawrence Wickerham for his $1000 donation to 
put his home county over the top!

With your online contributions, we can blanket the state in pink!

Find your latest pink forecast at www.pabreastcancer.org/ppp today!

Help your county pull ahead with an online donation today!


