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On the front line in the battle against breast cancer.

TAX REFUNDS AID CANCER RESEARCH
PBCC Hosts Tax Check-Off Announcement at Philadelphia City Hall

Philadelphia City Hall was the site of this year’s
announcement to kick off the PBCC’s Income Tax
Check-Off for Breast and Cervical Cancer Research.

The press conference was held January 14 in historic
Conversation Hall.   PBCC President Pat Halpin-Murphy
was joined by a lineup of prestigious speakers including
Estelle Richman, the newly appointed State Secretary of
Welfare under Governor Rendell; Bonnie Grant, Deputy
City Representative for the City of Philadelphia and breast
cancer survivor; Blondell Reynolds Brown, City
Councilwoman; and Dr. Susan Lanza-Jacoby, professor
at Thomas Jefferson University and an Income Tax Check-
Off grant recipient for her research on Angiogenesis in
Breast Cancer.

In addition to hosting this event, the city of Philadelphia
graciously agreed to include payroll inserts announcing
the Check-Off in all 31,000 city employee paychecks.
Thank you to Mayor Street for making this possible.

The Breast and Cervical Cancer Research Fund, landmark legislation initiated by the PBCC in 1997,
allows Pennsylvania taxpayers to donate all or part of their state tax refund to breast and cervical cancer
research.  Every penny goes directly to cancer researchers, hospitals and universities in Pennsylvania.
So far, over $1 million has been raised for research grants.

The PBCC holds additional regional events across the state to encourage all Pennsylvanians to take
part in this simple and effective lifesaving campaign.

PBCC Board Member Bonnie
Squires, shown here with City

Councilwoman Blondell
Reynolds Brown.

3 Donate your PA tax refund to breast cancer research.

3 Encourage your employer to include an article or ad
about the Check-Off.

3 Call the PBCC at 800-377-8828 x 102 for posters to
hang in your community.

What can I do?

Grant awardee Susan Lanza-Jacoby, PhD,
professor at Thomas Jefferson University; Estelle

Richman, PA Secretary of Welfare; and Pat
Halpin-Murphy, PBCC President and Founder.
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Do you have questions concerning breast cancer?  Do you sometimes wish you had some
one you could discuss them with?  You do!  The PBCC’s Friends Like Me program provides
a free, user-friendly discussion board on our website, www.pabreastcancer.org.  I invite you

to visit the site to pose questions, share news, or start some lively discussion.  Please join other
survivors, patients, family members and medical professionals in expressing your opinions and
concerns.  There are sections devoted to treatment options, advocacy, clinical trials, genetic testing
and other topics of interest.  Maybe you have just the answer a friend like you is looking for.

You may also visit and read the topics on the discussion board without commenting.  Friends Like
Me is a wonderful sharing community you can join in privacy, and at those times most convenient
to your schedule.

In addition to the discussion board, our website features a statewide listing of support group
information, a calendar of community-based events, the latest news releases, survivor spotlight
stories and much more.

Please visit the site often to read about what’s new and learn what your friends are talking about.
We are waiting to hear from you.

CAN

WE

TALK?

Vivian Orleans Potamkin lost her battle with breast cancer in November at the
age of 87. Vivian was an honorary PBCC board member along with her late
husband Meyer (Pat) Potamkin.  Together Vivian and Pat established the “Vivian
and Meyer P. Potamkin Foundation Award for Breast Cancer Research”, an
annual award given to an outstanding leader in breast cancer research at the
PBCC’s Keystone Breast Cancer Conference every October.  Vivian, an avid art
collector, also used her influence in the art world to help other women with
breast cancer by sponsoring an exhibition called “Confronting Cancer Through
Art” with the University of Pennsylvania Cancer Center. Vivian was a great
advocate to our cause as well as many other charities and will be greatly
missed. We extend our sympathies to Vivian’s family during this time of loss.

Bette Jane Heine, Huntingdon County representative in the PBCC’s traveling
photo exhibit, passed away in November at the age of 84 due to complications
from cancer. In addition to the photo exhibit, Bette Jane was active in her
church, in the Girl Scout community, and with several civic organizations.
Recently, her family generously donated $5,000 to the PBCC. We greatly appre-
ciate this generosity and extend our deepest sympathies to her daughter Barb
Detweiler and family.

In Fond Memory

a service of the Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition
www.pabreastcancer.org

L O G  O N  A N D  S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D !

Friends Like Me
a message from

Pat Halpin-Murphy
PBCC President and Founder
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Spotlight
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Leslie Ann Miller
Bryn Mawr, PA

Leslie Anne Miller enjoys a challenge.
In addition to being elected the first
woman president of the Pennsylvania
Bar Association, she was recently
named General Counsel for newly-
elected Governor Ed Rendell.  In
October of 2001 she was diagnosed
with Stage I Invasive breast cancer.
Here is her story of surviving a breast
cancer diagnosis amidst a life filled
with commitments and obligations.

Leslie Anne Miller, Esq., served
as Interim President of the

Kimmel Center for the Performing
Arts in Philadelphia at a critical
period of time when it seemed
doubtful that either the center, or
the contracts with the performing
arts groups, would ever be com-
pleted.  But she did it, and she
accomplished these feats with
grace and good nature.

One challenge which she did
NOT volunteer for, however, was to
become a breast cancer patient, es-
pecially as her surprise diagnosis
and surgery came only weeks be-
fore the opening of the Kimmel
Center.  Yet there she was at the
grand opening, looking stunning,
as usual, and probably only her
husband, Richard Worley, knew
that she had just had surgery.  In-
ternational  media attention was
focused on the Kimmel Center at
its spectacular opening and debut
concert by The Philadelphia Or-
chestra, and Leslie presided over
everything in her usual gracious
and efficient manner.  “I was so

By PBCC Vice President
for Development, Bonnie Squires

very lucky,” says Leslie.  “I found
it in a very early stage by a self-
exam.  My now-former doctor
pooh-poohed me,” she continues,
“but I was fortunate enough to
get to Dr. John Glick.  I was
blessed there.”

Leslie says she got the best medi-
cal care at the University of
Pennsylvania, under Dr. Glick.
When people say they are “sorry”
that she had breast cancer and ask
if she has changed her priorities
since then, she tells them, “No, I
had a disease, but I feel that I have
been cured.”  She remains, how-
ever, a “rabid maniac for self-exam”

and for pushing your doctor to pay
attention to your own instincts.

“A woman has to be responsible
for her own body, as well as for her
emotions,” she concludes.

This matter-of-fact approach to
breast cancer has been a trade-
mark of Leslie’s throughout her
professional career as well.    When
she was in private practice as a
shareholder in the law firm of
McKissock and Hoffman, P.C., she
specialized in civil litigation and
mediation.

Along the way, she also was
elected as the first woman presi-
dent of the Pennsylvania Bar
Association, a statewide organiza-
tion of 27,000 lawyers. Leslie

knows a lot about breaking into the
“Old Boy Network.”  She previously
held several other Pennsylvania
Bar offices as well, including chair
of the Commission on Women in
the Profession.

She also is a member of the
boards of trustees of Mount
Holyoke College, her alma mater,
and of The Dickinson School of
Law, where she attended law
school.

She knows her way around Cen-
tral Pennsylvania, by the way, as
she is a Harrisburg native.  But she
loves her long-time home in sub-
urban Philadelphia as well.

Leslie says, “I will do anything I
can to help the Pennsylvania
Breast Cancer Coalition continue
their vital work in education, out-
reach and advocacy.”  The PBCC
is delighted to have “a friend in
Pennsylvania,” particularly in the
Governor’s office.

Leslie was 49 when she was diag-
nosed with breast cancer, and her
treatment included a lumpectomy with
sentinel node dissection, followed by
two months of radiation therapy.  The
most surprising thing she has found
is how much ‘company’ she has, i.e.
how many women have been through
the diagnosis and treatment and gone
on to live long, productive lives.  We
wish Leslie all the best with her con-
tinued recovery, and in her new
position with Governor Rendell.

I WAS SO VERY
LUCKY, I FOUND IT IN
A VERY EARLY STAGE

BY A SELF-EXAM.
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• Inglenook Vineyards Donation
In December, the PBCC gratefully accepted a $10,000
donation from Inglenook Vineyards to be used for breast
cancer research and education.  This donation, facili-
tated by the PA Liquor Control Board, allowed the PBCC
to set up the “Stepping Stone” award, given to a breast
cancer researcher at our Scientific Training Seminar
held in conjunction with the annual Keystone Breast
Cancer Conference.  The first awardee was Dr. Kent
Hunter of the National Cancer Institute.  Inglenook
Vineyards is part of the Canandaigua family of wines,
and we thank them for their generosity.

• Students Making a Difference
The Girls Leaders Association at Plum Senior high school of Pittsburgh held “Make a Difference
Day” in October. Students, teachers, and other adults participated in a 5K walk. The GLA raised
$2,064, which was donated to the PBCC. We thank the GLA of Plum Senior High School and
everyone who chose to help them ‘make a difference.’

• Community Support
The Keystone Alliance of Paralegal Associations held a special dress down day in August to
benefit breast cancer awareness and research. The alliance donated the funds they raised, which
totaled $798, to the PBCC. We thank the representatives from paralegal associations throughout
Pennsylvania for thinking of us.

Longtime PBCC volunteers, Honi Grasing and Mary Jo Joyce, spear-
headed a “Curves Marathon” in November.  Curves for Women, a
workout club for women in Monroe County, held a breast cancer
awareness marathon that allowed members and women in the gen-
eral public to join in for a day and night of snacks, dancing, exercise,
and breast cancer awareness. Their efforts raised a total of $280 for
the PBCC. We thank Honi and Mary Jo, and all who participated
in this life-saving event.

• Open House, Open Hearts
Donald and Anita Mock of Schaefferstown held a Holiday Open House in
November to Benefit the PBCC. The open house, which featured many hand-
made crafts, drew large crowds and raised an astonishing $6,000, which
was donated to the PBCC. Special thanks to Donald and Anita for all you
are doing in the battle against breast cancer.

If you know of a special way to support the PBCC, please call Dolores Magro
at 610-622-3390 or email dolores@pabreastcancer.org.

Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition



5

Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition

What Happens to the Women:

Quality of Life Research

Patricia A. Ganz, MD,  is Chair, Behavioral and
Health Outcomes Committee of the NSABP
and a leading researcher on quality of life af-
ter breast cancer treatment at the Jonsson
Comprehensive Cancer Center at the Univer-
sity of California Los Angeles (UCLA).

Patricia A. Ganz, M.D.

Quality of life assessment tries to capture the
experience of the disease and treatment from

the patient’s perspective, through collection of de-
tailed information on what happens during the
course of treatment using questionnaire responses.

Quality of life assessment is a scientific field of
inquiry that has developed over the last 20 years
because of the increasing recognition of the value
of understanding the individual person’s experience
with disease and treatment.  Most women with
breast cancer will take a treatment if it prolongs
survival, and that is how it should be.  However,
when two treatments have equivalent survival out-
comes, for example, breast conservation treatment
in comparison to mastectomy, then an understand-
ing of the quality of life outcomes for women who
have received these two different treatments may
be important.  In the National Surgical Adjuvant
Breast and Bowel Project (NSABP), we have an ac-
tive program of research that takes into account
whether or not including the patient’s experience
with treatment adds value to the clinical trials that
we are launching.  All of the clinicians and research-
ers involved in the development of the trial get
together to discuss whether or not there is a mean-
ingful research question that could be answered by
incorporating questionnaires and other data collec-
tion that would address outcomes that are important
to patients, beyond recurrence and survival data.
For instance, several of our trials are collecting data
on whether or not women stop menstruating as a
result of chemotherapy, and how severe the swell-
ing and arm problems are after
surgery for breast cancer.  We are
also looking at different patterns of
symptoms, mood and physical func-
tioning when different drugs are
compared.

In a series of studies, my col-
leagues at the University of
California Los Angeles and I have
found that, overall, cancer survivors
have a quality of life that is similar
to women without breast cancer.  Yet
they often experience more meno-
pause-associated symptoms such as
hot flashes and sweats.

Women with breast cancer also re-
port sexual functioning that is
similar to age-matched women with-

out cancer, but chemotherapy does seem to con-
tribute to additional problems, regardless of age.
This means that in addition to causing menopause,
chemo may have other side effects that interfere
with a woman’s sexual functioning.

Most recently, we conducted a follow-up study
published in the January 2, 2002 issue of the Jour-
nal of the National Cancer Institute (JNCI).
Participants were on average 6.3 years out from
diagnosis.  The study detected subtle differences in
physical functioning between women who had re-
ceived chemotherapy and/or tamoxifen and those
who had not.  The women who received adjuvant
treatment were less able to do vigorous physical
activities and reported more vaginal dryness and
pain during sex.

We have also conducted a pilot study on cogni-
tive dysfunction (commonly known as Chemo Brain)
with a group of women in another trial.  It doesn’t
seem like chemotherapy leads to overall cognitive
dysfunction, but it does appear to affect the ability
to carry out some more challenging tasks.

While there are scientists on our committees who
help make sure these studies are done well and
with rigor, we have also begun to include consum-

ers in these activities.  It is through
this type of partnership that we can
be sure that we ask the right ques-
tions and hopefully get answers that
will be meaningful to future patients.
We hope that some of you will look
for opportunities to get involved in
research activities and clinical trials
where your viewpoint can play an
important role.  The design of qual-
ity of life studies is one area that is
very important.

SUBTLE DIFFERENCES IN
PHYSICAL FUNCTIONING AFTER
CHEMO WERE DETECTED.
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Why would you like to become a part of the Knowledge is Power Scientific Training?

Are you a breast cancer survivor? q Yes q No

Are you a PBCC (check all that apply):

q County q Exhibit q Pink Ribbon q Volunteer q Keystone Breast Cancer
Captain Participant Circle Member Conference Attendee

Are you involved in other advocacy activities? (Please describe)

What specific PBCC activities have you been involved with?

How would you use the information and training from this seminar in your advocacy work?

Scientific Training Seminar for Advocate Leaders

Scientific Training Seminar Application (attach extra sheet if needed)
Please type or print information clearly so that the application can be processed.

Name: Organization:

Home Work
Address: Address:

City: State: Zip: City: State: Zip:

Home Work
County: E-mail: County: E-mail:

Home Work
Phone: Phone:

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
Join the PBCC Tuesday, October 7 at the Harrisburg Hilton for a
Scientific Training Seminar, held in conjunction with the Keystone
Breast Cancer Conference.  This seminar trains advocates as leaders to
be able to speak knowledgeably across the Commonwealth in the
language of advocacy, basic research and clinical trials.

This select seminar, open to those interested in the fight against breast
cancer, helps activists build and strengthen their advocacy skills.  Class
size is limited and selected applicants will be notified in September.

*The PBCC covers all instruction, course materials and lunch.
*Participants are responsible for their own lodging and Keystone Breast Cancer Conference registration.
Return application to: Pat Halpin-Murphy, PA Breast Cancer Coalition,  c/o Doneckers Complex,
55 New St., Suite 5, Ephrata, PA  17522 � Or fax to 717-738-9535.  DEADLINE TO APPLY IS JULY 31, 2003
Any questions email Heather Hibshman at heather@pabreastcancer.org.

Ten Years of Caring, Sharing
& Saving Lives
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HOW CAN YOU HELP IN THE FIGHT AGAINST BREAST CANCER?
My gift is in honor/memory of: (circle one)

Name:

Please send an acknowledgment of my gift to:

Name :

Address :

City State Zip

County :

Phone : (H) (W)

Please accept my tax-deductible donation as a gift to PBCC

Name :

Address :

City State Zip

County :

Phone : (H) (W)

Fax :

Please charge my credit card:   q VISA     q MasterCard Exp. Date:

___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___|___| Signature:

Official registration and financial information on the PBCC may be obtained from the
PA Dept. of State by calling 1-800-732-0999 � PBCC tax exemption # 75-38090-6

MARCH
2003

Frontline is published
quarterly by the

Pennsylvania Breast
Cancer Coalition.

55 New Street, Suite 5
Ephrata, PA  17522

800-377-8828
 www.pabreastcancer.org

FREE BREAST CANCER
TREATMENT MARKS

1ST ANNIVERSARY
PBCC ADVOCACY WORKS

Pennsylvanians have reason to cel-
ebrate as the state provides FREE
treatment coverage to uninsured
women diagnosed with breast or cervi-
cal cancer.  Qualified women screened
under the Department of Health’s
HealthyWoman project and other free
mammogram programs like the PBCC’s
Mother’s Day Mammograms®, will re-
ceive free treatment if follow-up care is
needed.  This free medical coverage
went into effect on January 1, 2002
and is available for women who qualify.

Call 1-877-PA-HEALTH to find the
provider nearest you, or contact
www.pamedicaid.state.pa.us or the
PBCC at 1-800-377-8828 with any
questions.
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c/o Doneckers Complex
55 New Street, Suite 5
Ephrata, PA 17522

Address Service Requested

Ten Years of Caring, Sharing
& Saving Lives

PBCC’S TRAVELING PHOTO EXHIBIT
TO LANCASTER AND PHILADELPHIA

JOIN US FOR A 10TH

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!
The PBCC turns 10 this year and we want you to help us celebrate.

Mark your calendars and join in the fun.

“67 Women – 67 Counties:  Facing Breast Cancer in Pennsylvania”
is on its spring tour and continues to spread a message of hope
and to reinforce the importance of early detection.  The exhibit
stopped at the Doneckers Ballroom in Ephrata, Lancaster County,
in February and then traveled to the Community College of Phila-
delphia later the same month.  The exhibit travels to the Joyce
Murtha Breast Care Center in Windber April 3-13 and to Guthrie
Clinic in Sayre May 8-18.

This exhibit is sponsored by the PBCC and funded by the PA
Department of Health.

Mickey Weiss and
her daughter, Hannah,

share a hug in front of the
pink ribbon quilt Mickey

made for the Ephrata
exhibit opening.

There’s still time to donate

your income tax refund to

breast cancer research.

Check line 35 on tax form

PA 40 TODAY!

Keystone Breast Cancer Conference
October 7-8, 2003         Harrisburg Hilton & Towers

Educational workshops ~ Renowned speakers ~ Awards luncheon ~ Networking opportunities
Williamsport Area High School Strolling Strings ~ AND MORE!

To become a conference sponsor, contact Dolores Magro at 610-622-3390 or dolores@pabreastcancer.org


