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On the front line in the battle against breast cancer.

Since Governor Ridge signed the PBCC’s Income Tax Check-Off legislation in 1997, a record number
of Pennsylvanians donated over $700,000 in their state income tax refunds to breast and cervical cancer
research.  The average tax refund donation is just $8.00, and every penny raised through the Income Tax
Check-Off goes directly to researchers in our state.

Last year, six grants were presented to researchers from the University of Pennsylvania, the University
of Pittsburgh, Fox Chase Cancer Center
and Penn State University College of
Medicine.

Pat Halpin-Murphy, PBCC President
and Founder, co-chairs the Breast and
Cervical Income Tax Check-Off Commit-
tee that reviews grant applications from
researchers.  This year’s winners will be
announced in early spring.

The PBCC is placing newspaper ads,
like the one on this page, across Pennsyl-
vania.  Call the PBCC office at
1-800-377-8828 to get a copy of the ad
for your newspaper.

PBCC�S INCOME TAX CHECK-OFF GAINS MOMENTUM
Donations top $700,000!

What Can I Do?
1. Donate your state tax refund to

breast cancer research.

2. Ask your friends, family and co-
workers to donate their state tax
refunds to research.

3. Include an article about the Check-
Off in your company�s newsletter.

4. Host a PBCC Check-Off event in
your community.
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34. Donation -- Amount of Line 30 you want to donate to the United States

Olympic Committee, PA Division.

34.

35. Donation -- Amount of Line 30 you want to donate to the Organ Donor

Awareness Trust Fund.

35.

36. Donation -- Amount of Line 30 you want to donate to the Korea/Vietnam

Memorial Inc.

36.

37. Donation -- Amount of Line 30 you want to donate to the Breast and Cervical

Cancer Research Fund.

37.
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Under penalties of perjury, I (we) declare that I (we) have examined this return, including all accompanying

schedules and statements, and to the best of my (our) belief they are true, correct, and complete.

Your Signature:

Spouse�s Signature, if filin
g jointly:

Signature of the Preparer (Optional):
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Bonnie Squires, PBCC Vice President for Development (pictured far left), and Denise Robison,
PBCC Northwest Vice President (pictured far right), hosted a regional Income Tax Check-Off
event at St. Vincent Health System in Erie on January 16.  Also pictured from L-R are Rubye
Jenkins-Husband, President of Erie
City Council; Erie Mayor Joyce
Savacchio; and Corrine Halperin-
Egan, PBCC Erie County Captain.
Marion Gallivan, PBCC Erie
County Exhibit Participant, also at-
tended the event.

The PBCC is scheduling similar
community events across the state.

Congress Helps Low-Income Women
Pay for Breast Cancer Treatment

Now Pennsylvania Must Act

Important new federal law allows Medicaid to pay for the treatment for
low-income women screened and diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer

through the Center for Disease Control’s (CDC) Breast and Cervical Early Detection Act.  In Pennsylvania,
this program is called “HealthyWoman” and is administered by the Pennsylvania Department of Health.

Since this legislation gives each state the option of providing Medicaid coverage, the Pennsylvania Breast
Cancer Coalition is working with state legislative and administration leaders to make sure that our state does
what is necessary to provide low-income women with the lifesaving treatments needed when diagnosed with
breast cancer.  Pennsylvania can now extend Medicaid by either executive order by the governor or by an act
of the legislature.

Breast Cancer . . . There is something you can do!

Ask your State Senator and State Representative to make sure that Pennsylvania extends Medicaid Cov-
erage to low-income women diagnosed with breast cancer, and ask them to do it by Mother’s Day, 2001.
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pat halpin-murphy
president and founder, pennsylvania breast cancer coalition

PBCC IN ERIE FOR INCOME TAX CHECK-OFF EVENT



Vicki Gingrich was diagnosed
with Invasive Ductal Carcinoma
with 6 positive nodes, 10 years ago
at age 37.   She noticed her tumor,
the size of a ping pong ball, while
lying on the floor one day with her
kids, ages 10 and 12.  Breast cancer
in such young women is often ag-
gressive and deadly.  Here is Vicki’s
amazing story of survival.

Q: What was your initial reaction
to the diagnosis?

A: Total disbelief and intense anger.
I had no risk factors and I was
healthy.  It was a very surreal ex-
perience.

Q: How were you treated?
A: I had a mastectomy.  Then I en-

tered a clinical trial that consisted
of six months of chemotherapy
followed by five years of
Tamoxifen and Zoladex®.  Two
years later, I had a mastectomy
on the other side so that I would
be symmetrical.  It was the best
decision for me and for my
lifestyle.

Q: What was the worst part of your
breast cancer experience?

A: My kids’ reaction.  How do you
tell a 10-year old that
everything’s going to be okay,
when you’re sitting there with a
bald head?  They thought it was
contagious.  And they thought I
would die.

Q: What was the best part?
A: The network of support I found

with other women.  And gaining
an outlook that changes your life.

Vicki (right) with good friend Becky Baldwin.

Q: What is your advice for newly-
diagnosed women?

A: Step back, think, question, talk
with other women, get a second
opinion, don’t be rushed.  Re-
member that you have many
choices.  Figure out what choice
is right for YOU.

Q: How has breast cancer changed
your life?

A: I’ve gained an awareness about
life that most people don’t get
until they’re in their 60s.  I don’t
ever put anything off, and I tell
people how I feel.  And I don’t
have to wear a bra!

Q: What have you learned from
breast cancer?

A: That it doesn’t discriminate.  It
doesn’t care about your age,
weight, height, or family history.
I’ve learned that I have a respon-
sibility to help other women.  I
need to give back and figure out
why this is happening.  I need to
be heard; I’m an advocate, I
speak out, and I’m alive.  I’ve
also learned to take the time to do
those things that are most impor-
tant to me.

Q: What can people learn from
you?

A: To have a positive attitude and to
believe in something – whether
it’s being a good parent or look-

ing for a cure for this disease.
Pick something and go after it
with a passion.

Vicki is currently healthy and
working for the Pennsylvania Breast
Cancer Coalition.  She is a true joy
to be around and a phenomenal ad-
vocate for women everywhere.

To profile someone  in “Survivor
Spotlight”, email Heather Hibshman
at heather@pabreastcancer.org

Vicki Gingrich
Annville, PA

Survivor
Spotlight

PBCC Happenings
67 Women-67 Counties:

Facing Breast Cancer
in Pennsylvania

Upcoming Traveling
Photo Exhibit Openings:

April 26 – May 7, 2001
Warren Mall, Warren County

May 10 – May 21, 2001
Lehigh Valley Mall, Lehigh County

This educational work of art is part of
the PBCC’s vital grassroots breast

cancer outreach.  It is funded by the PA
Department of Health Cancer Advisory

Board and will continue touring
through June, 2003.

Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition
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KNOWLEDGE IS POWER

Become an advocate for your community.

Join us October 17, 2001 at the Harrisburg Hilton

� Do you want to learn more about breast cancer and breast cancer research?
� Have you always wanted to get more involved with breast cancer issues?
� Are you currently involved with PBCC projects?
� Do you want to have a stronger voice in your community?

If you said YES to any of these questions, then we want you to join us for a Scientific Training Seminar
Wednesday, October 17, 2001 at the Harrisburg Hilton.

There is no charge for this Training Seminar which begins at 11:00am and ends at 5:00pm.  The PBCC�s
Keystone Breast Cancer Conference continues all day October 18.  Seminar participants are asked to
register separately for the Keystone Breast Cancer Conference.

Knowledge is Power

Scientific Training Schedule

11:00am Welcome
Opening Session

12:00 Noon Lunch
Keynote Speaker

1:30-3:00pm Breakout Session A
�The Science of Breast Cancer�

3:00-3:15pm Break

3:15-4:45pm Breakout Session B
�What is a Clinical Trial?�
�Clinical Trial Research�

4:45-5:00pm Wrap-Up

Please fill out the following application and return to:

PA Breast Cancer Coalition
Attn:  Pat Halpin-Murphy
c/o Doneckers Complex
55 New Street, Suite 5

Ephrata, PA  17522

Or fax to 717-738-9535.
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SCIENTIFIC TRAINING APPLICATION
October 17, 2001 � Harrisburg Hilton

Name: Organization:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:

County: E-mail:

Home phone: Work phone: Fax:

General Information:
� There is no charge for the PBCC Knowledge is Power Scientific Training.
� The PBCC will provide lunch on the day of the seminar and lodging at the Harrisburg Hilton on October 17.
� Participants are responsible for their own travel costs and Keystone Breast Cancer Conference registration.

Return application to: PA Breast Cancer Coalition, Attn:  Pat Halpin-Murphy, c/o Doneckers Complex,
55 New Street, Suite 5, Ephrata, PA  17522 � Or fax to 717-738-9535.

Why would you like to become a part of the Knowledge is Power Scientific Training?

Are you a breast cancer survivor? q Yes q No

Are you a PBCC (check all that apply):

q County Captain q Pink Ribbon Circle Member

q Exhibit Participant q Volunteer

Are you involved in other advocacy activities? (Please describe)

What specific PBCC activities have you been involved with?

What other breast cancer advocacy activities in your community have you been involved with?

How would you use the information and training from this seminar in your advocacy work?

What else would you like us to know?
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l Memorials
Sally Rebo, a controller in the Democratic Leaders
office for many years, passed away in November.
Her husband, Richard Dario, asked friends and fam-
ily to donate to the PBCC in memory of his wife.
$1360 was given in her memory.  Thank you Mr.
Dario.

Grassroots Partners
across the State

To get involved with PBCC events, call Vicki Gingrich at 717-738-9567 ext. 101.

WROZ-FM Radio held a Bridal Fantasy at Lancaster’s Bent Creek Coun-
try Club in January.  PBCC benefited from ticket sales and a quilt raffle.
$1,570 was raised.  Thank you future brides!

l Collector Items
Doneckers Radko Gallery
held a benefit raffle for the
PBCC in December.  Radko’s
National Representative, Bill
Rhodes, was on hand to sign
ornaments and raffle a one-
of-a-kind Radko Wreath to
benefit the PBCC.  $430 was
raised.  Thank you Doneckers
and Radko collectors.

l Special Events
The Lancaster Red Rose Chapter of the U.S. Amateur Ballroom Dancers
Association held “Affair of the Heart” in October.  Ballroom dance dem-
onstrations, instruction and a silent auction all benefited the PBCC.  $3500
was raised.  Thank you dancers!

Donald and Anita Mock of
Myerstown hosted a “Holiday
Open House” in November.
They sold hand-crafted and
painted wooden primitives to
over 200 visitors to benefit the
PBCC.  Sales topped $3000.
Thank you Mr. and Mrs.
Mock.

l Corporate Support
Central PA’s WQXA Radio hosted an X-Listener
X-Travaganza concert in January.  Listeners had
to win or bid on tickets to attend.  Listener Jeff
Lightner donated $600 for tickets. Thank you
WQXA and Jeff.



Early detection is our best protection.
Call KePRO at 1-800-209-3991 for an all-
occasion mammogram gift card. Ask about
this and our other free breast cancer
materials!

www.pamedicare.org

Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition

Genetic Testing for Breast Cancer Risk
by Barbara Weber, M.D.

Professor of Medicine and Director of the
University of Pennsylvania Cancer Center�s Breast Cancer Program

amilial breast cancer
accounts for 5-10% of all

breast cancers and a substantial
number of these cases can be linked to
mutations in the genes BRCA1 or
BRCA2.  Regardless of family history,
women diagnosed with breast cancer
before age 40 have about a 10% chance
of carrying a mutation in BRCA1.
Percentages may be slightly lower for
BRCA2 as it may be associated with a
slightly older age of diagnosis.

The prevalence of certain BRCA1 and
BRCA2 mutations is higher in several sub-populations
due to higher rates of specific mutations (“founder
effect”).  Characteristic founder mutations for BRCA1
and BRCA2 have been identified in families of
Ashkenazi Jewish decent and in Iceland, Finland,
Hungary, Russia, France, Holland/Belgium, Sweden/
Denmark, and Norway.  Most of what we know about
BRCA1 and BRCA2 has come from studies of
Caucasians in the United States and Europe.
Significantly less is known about the rates of BRCA1
and BRCA2 mutations in families from other ethnic or
racial backgrounds.

Where possible, genetic testing for mutations in
BRCA1 and BRCA2 is performed on a family member
that has been diagnosed with breast or ovarian cancer,

F thereby increasing the chance that if a
genetic alteration exists, it will be
identified.  Once a mutation is identified
in a family, testing of that mutation can
be carried out in the other individuals.  In
a family where no mutation is identified,
a negative result is uninformative,
whereas a negative test in an individual
from a family with a known mutation
defines the tested woman’s breast cancer
risk as that of the general population.

People with a positive test result have
several options available to them

including various screening methods, chemoprevention,
and preventative surgery.  Screening for breast cancer
is effective, but some patients may desire to undergo
preventative mastectomy.  However unlike breast cancer
screening, ovarian cancer screening has not been shown
to be effective, and bilateral oophorectomy after
childbearing is the procedure of choice.  Tamoxifen may
also reduce breast cancer risk in women with BRCA1
or BRCA2 mutations.

With the identification of BRCA1 and BRCA2, we
have been able to directly impact the care of women at
very high risk.  With further study, we will gain further
insights to the way that cancer develops in these women,
always striving for effective cancer prevention and cure.
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SAVE THE DATE

Keystone
Breast Cancer

Conference
Thursday, October 18, 2001

Harrisburg Hilton & Towers

To become a conference sponsor,
call Dolores Magro at her

NEW number 717-234-6132 or
Fax 717-234-6139.

Look for your individual
registration flyer later

this summer.

Presented by the Pennsylvania Breast
Cancer Coalition and Rite Aid
Women�s Health Foundation,
Mother�s Day Mammograms® puts
uninsured and underinsured women
age 40 and older in touch with
healthcare providers across the state
for FREE MAMMOGRAMS.

For more information pick up your
FREE Mother�s Day Mammograms®

card April 18th through May 25th at
any Rite Aid store.

Or call 1-888-RITE-NOW.

Do you know
someone who needs a FREE mammogram?

Michele M. Ridge,
First Lady of
Pennsylvania
Honorary Chair of
the Pennsylvania Breast
Cancer Coalition. Mother�s Day Mammograms®

Mother�s Day
Mammograms®

Remember to
Donate Your State Income

Tax Refund to Breast
Cancer Research

c/o Doneckers Complex
55 New Street, Suite 5
Ephrata, PA 17522


