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Pat Halpin-Murphy Honored by 
White House as Champion of Change

On October 20, the White House and the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services presented Pat Halpin-Murphy, 
PBCC founder and president, with a 2014 Champions of 

Change Award for excellence in health care education and outreach 
regarding the Affordable Care Act. 

“I am honored and incredibly proud for us to be recognized by 
the White House as a 2014 Champion of Change,” said Halpin-
Murphy. “This distinction is for the PBCC and all the work that it 
does for women and families across Pennsylvania. Every volunteer, 
every Grassroots Partner, every woman who shares her story has 
made this possible. Thank you all for your dedication to finding a 
cure for breast cancer now, so our daughters won’t have to.” 

The Champions of Change program was created as an opportunity 
for the White House to feature individuals doing extraordinary 
things to empower and inspire members of their communities. Pat 
received the distinction for her unparalleled work advocating for 
women’s health care, insurance coverage and Pennsylvania’s Free 
Treatment program for breast cancer.   

Conference 2014: Learning, Laughs and Action

It was a day to celebrate survivors, learn the latest in treatment and wellness 
options and turn awareness into action! The 2014 PA Breast Cancer Coalition 
Conference on October 12 and 13 kicked off in style with the PBCC’s Pink 

Party where we honored our Grassroots Partners and volunteers. The 2014 Shining 
Light Award went to Linda Golden, a survivor who raises funds for the PBCC 
through her Ride the Trail to a Cure events. Along with the Grey Mare Society, 
Linda has raised over $100,000 for the PBCC! Celebrity guests for the evening 
included Brian Osborne from abc’s The Bachelorette, abc27’s Alicia Richards 
and Dave Marcheskie, Socialution Media’s Lesley Ridge and BOB 94.9’s Nancy 
Ryan.

Conference day was packed full of education, resources and fellowship. Workshops 
on breast density, young survivorship, nutrition, triple-negative breast cancer, 
humor and healing, the Affordable Care Act and more provided attendees with the 
latest information on treatment and wellness options.

Pink Ribbon Awardee Sen. Bob Mensch was recognized for his tireless work as 
sponsor of the Breast Density Notification Act of 2013. Lillie Shockney, who also 
received a Pink Ribbon Award, was honored for making a difference in the lives of 
breast cancer survivors and their families through her work at Johns Hopkins Breast 
Center and as co-founder of Mothers Supporting Daughters with Breast Cancer. 
Lillie also brought a big dose of comic relief to our Pink Ribbon Awards Luncheon! 
To learn more, visit our website at www.PABreastCancer.org.

Dr. Kevin Fox, Potamkin Prize Winner, and Tricia 
Bruning, Penn Medicine’s Abramson Cancer Center
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President’s Corner
Finding A Cure For 
Breast Cancer NOW

The Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition’s goal is to “find a cure for breast 
cancer now, so our daughters won’t have to.” Through programs like Refunds 

for Breast Cancer Research, which allows YOU to donate your state tax refund to 
outstanding researchers in Pennsylvania, the PBCC has awarded millions of dollars 

to fund grants supporting scientific studies to 
find that cure.

One of the most outstanding researchers we 
have found recently is Dr. Craig Meyers of 
Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center. 
Dr. Meyers initially received a grant of $35,000 
to begin his research and then, because of the 
impressive results of his efforts, the Coalition 
continued support with an additional $100,000 
in 2011. Dr. Meyers and his team are working 
with a virus called AAV2 that has shown 

incredible promise in eliminating aggressive breast cancer cells. This virus is not 
harmful to humans, but has proven deadly to breast cancer cells in mice. 

Now, Dr. Meyers needs further support to advance his research to a Phase I clinical 
trial. The PBCC has committed another $50,000 to help him continue his research. On 
November 20, along with the generous matching support of a wonderful anonymous 
donor, the PBCC presented Dr. Meyers with a check for $100,000. This funding 
will allow Dr. Meyers to finish a new preclinical trial in order to complete a Phase I 
clinical trial application for the National Cancer Institute. 

Researchers like Dr. Meyers are essential to the mission of finding a cure for breast 
cancer now, so our daughters won’t have to. You can be a part of this crucial 
mission. Donate your state income tax refund to the PBCC’s Refunds for Breast 
Cancer Research program. Every penny contributed goes directly to breast cancer 
researchers in Pennsylvania. Visit pbcc.me/refunds for more details. It is through 
scientific research that we will find a cure for this deadly disease. 
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Pat Halpin-Murphy

PA Breast Cancer Coalition

PBCC presents Dr. Craig Meyers with additional 
$100,000 grant for breakthrough research!

Want to Help Women in PA?
Get Your 

Mammogram
Results

Remove
Personal

Information

Send to 
the PBCC!1 2 3

It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3.  We want to make sure women and mammogram facilities 
have the information they need when it comes to dense breast tissue. If you’ve had a 
mammogram since February 1, get your mammogram results, remove your personal 
information and send it to: PA Breast Cancer Coalition, 2397 Quentin Road, Suite B 
Lebanon, PA 17042 or fax 717-769-2131. Thank YOU!



Survivor
Spotlight

Marge Angello
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I was busy running back and forth to 
Philadelphia for work and was three 
months late in having my mammogram. 

After I finally had it, the technician said 
we should do an ultrasound. Then the 
radiologist, who I knew, came out and 
said we will need to go over the results. 
It’s such a shock when you hear that. I 
started blaming myself for delaying, for 
not taking better care of myself. I called 
Dr. Soto-Hamlin right away and I was 
able to get in to see her within a few days. 
She agreed that it looked suspicious. Two 
days later the pathology report confirmed 
that it was a malignancy and needed to be 
removed. At first I had a lumpectomy, but 
when the follow-up to that surgery showed 
some cells remaining around the margins, 
we discussed it and Dr. Soto-Hamlin 
recommended a mastectomy.

That was in March 2002. Since then, I’ve 
had reconstruction and I was on tamoxifen 
for five years. I never would have gotten 
through all that without my family and 
the PA Breast Cancer Coalition. I get very 
emotional when I talk about the PBCC. 
They provided so much support, and I felt 
lucky to be able to talk with Pat Halpin-
Murphy at various events.

One thing that made me strong and helped 
me to fight was the fact that my daughter-in-
law was pregnant with our first grandchild. 
Ryan was born in September of that year 
and he and I have a real connection. We 

“You think you’re 
invincible. I’m a nurse 

and I’ve always felt 
that there’s no 

stopping me. Now I 
make sure to keep 

doctor appointments 
and to know my body 
and follow up on any 

changes.”
- Marge Angello

PA Breast Cancer Coalition

now have two more 
grandchildren, Matthew 
and Chloe. My husband 
Tom and I love to spend 
time with our grandkids 
and to go to their sporting 
events.

In my position as executive director of 
AmeriHealth Caritas, I travel to the Capitol 
a lot and we strongly supported the Dense 
Breast Notification legislation. We were 
thrilled when the bill passed, and now at 
Pat Halpin-Murphy’s request I am serving 
on the PBCC Dense Breast Advisory 
Committee. I was deeply honored to 
accept that position.

You know, you think you’re invincible. 
I’m a nurse and I’ve always felt that there’s 
no stopping me. Now I make sure to keep 
doctor appointments and to know my body 
and follow up on any changes. I was very 
fortunate because the tumor was small and 
the early detection really was key in my 
recovery. 

Marge Angello, Executive Director at AmeriHealth Caritas, 
shares her story about the importance of regular screenings 
and the difference a support system can make during treatment.

Marge Angello
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2014 Conference Sponsors
Without the support of the sponsors listed below, the PBCC would not be able to have such a successful Conference. 
Thank you for your generous support and for making a difference in the lives of women and families across PA!

Awards Luncheon Registration

Opening SessionContinental Breakfast

PrintTotebag NametagWorkshop

CenterpiecePink Ribbon Reception First Lady’s Reception

LESLIE ANNE MILLER, ESQ.

Gold

Pink Party

Congressman Scott Perry

Silver

Bronze
at&t - Einstein Healthcare Network - Excela Health - Edward H. & Jeanne D. Arnold Foundation - Feinberg 

Shopp Associates - Genentech - HealthAmerica - Hilton Harrisburg - Pennsylvania State Education 
Association - PSECU - UPMC Cancer Center

Pink Ribbon
abc27 - Adams County Breast Cancer Coalition - Andrews & Patel Associates - Carlisle Regional Medical 

Center - Crown Holdings, Inc. - Deloitte Consulting, LLP - Fulton Bank - Glatfelter Insurance - Lehigh Valley 
Health Network - Leslie Stiles - Pat Halpin-Murphy - Philadelphia Federation of Teachers - Sen. Bob Mensch 

and Sen. Joseph Scarnati - Strickler Insurance - WellSpan Health System - Wistar Institute

Media
abc27 - Central Penn Parent - Woman Newspapers

4            
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Medical Article
CLEOPATRA Trial Provides 
Unprecedented Findings in HER2-
Positive, Metastatic Breast Cancer

As recently as several years ago, a diagnosis 
of HER2-positive advanced (metastatic) 
breast cancer provided little hope for 
treatment.  One of the more aggressive 
breast cancers, HER2-positive cancer does 
not respond well to established therapies.  
With the results from the CLEOPATRA 
trial, presented at the recently held annual 
meeting of the European Society for 
Medical Oncology (ESMO), this may be 
changing.

The results of the trial indicate that 
women with HER2-positive advanced 
breast cancer who are administered a new 
treatment that combines a current regimen 
with the antibody pertuzumab are much 
less likely to have disease progression or 
die.   In CLEOPATRA, 808 women were 
treated with either the chemotherapy 
docetaxel plus trastuzumab (Herceptin) and 
a placebo or the chemotherapy docetaxel 
plus trastuzumab plus the monoclonal 
antibody pertuzumab.   Pertuzumab, like 
trastuzumab, blocks the production of 
the HER2 protein, which is produced by 
some breast cancers and tends to be a more 
aggressive cancer that is less responsive to 
treatment. 

This new drug combination increased 
overall survival by a median 15.7 months 
in the women who received the pertuzumab 
regimen compared to those who 
underwent treatment minus pertuzumab 
without introducing new safety concerns.  
According to Sandra Swain, MD, of the 
Washington Cancer Institute in Columbia, 
Maryland, “the median overall survival 
of 56.5 months is unprecedented in first-
line [first-given, primary] treatment, and 
this substantial improvement confirms the 
pertuzumab-containing regimen as standard 
of care [for this group of patients].”

Barbara C. Good, Ph.D.

by Barbara C. Good, Ph.D., Director of the National Surgical Adjuvant 
Breast and Bowel Project (NSABP) Division of Scientific Publications

In a presentation of earlier results from 
this same trial, principal investigator José 
Baselga, MD, PhD, now of Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, noted that 
“this is the most positive trial in the history 
of patients with HER2-positive advanced 
disease and, for that matter, in patients with 
advanced breast cancer.”  He added that the 
new regimen could be “practice changing” 
in the treatment of HER2-positive first-line 
metastatic breast cancer.  

In the future, Dr. Baselga is also hopeful 
about being able to offer women with some 
advanced cancers less toxic therapies.   He 
indicated that someday certain women 
with HER2-positive disease may be treated 
with targeted therapy alone and noted that 
“in some [patients], we might not even 
need chemotherapy.  If we could identify 
those… who are so sensitive [to HER2 
targeting], one could envision a future 
in which you could possibly combine 
trastuzumab and pertuzumab, and just 
forget about docetaxel.” 

Dr. Swain, in presenting the latest study 
update, agrees and noted that “based on 
the study results, I would recommend 
personally that all patients [with metastatic 
HER2-positive disease] have an opportunity 
to get dual antibody therapy—pertuzumab 
and trastuzumab,” she said.

“Women with HER2-
positive advanced 
breast cancer who 
are administered a 

new treatment that 
combines a current 

regimen with the 
antibody pertuzumab 

are much less likely 
to have disease 

progression or die.”
-Barbara Good, Ph.D.

5       

HER2-positive breast cancer contains a protein (HER2) that promotes the 
growth of cancer cells, which in turn make an excess of HER2 because of a 
gene mutation.  HER2-positive breast cancers tend to be aggressive and less 
responsive to hormone treatment than many other kinds of breast cancer. 
At present, the monoclonal antibody trastuzumab (Herceptin) and the drug 
lapatinib (Tykerb) have been used in combination with other agents to treat 
the disease.  These drugs slow or stop cancer growth by blocking HER2.  
Routine testing for HER2 is recommended for most women diagnosed with 
invasive breast cancer.
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Grassroots Partners

See more photos on our website
and in the spring 2015 edition!

Play for P.i.N.K.

Shari Dym
Marianne Caplan

Viki Zarkin

$7,500

Every year, hundreds of volunteers work thousands of hours to make PBCC events happen 
across the state. These events raise awareness about breast cancer and funds for the PBCC. 
Thank you to all of our Grassroots Partners who support us in their communities!

Camp Curtain 
Knocks out 

Breast Cancer

$950

ride to Help

Garden Spot 
Motorcycle 

Club
Bruce Cochran

$3,500

Bras for a Cause

Allison Gorczyk
Leslie Novak

$3,429

Sisters in Pink

Sonya Herring

$800

Save the Ta-Tas 
ride

JoAnn Gilkey

$5,018

Henry Schein 
Dental Fall Festival

Rosemarie Cialini
Jim McCombs

$2,343

Jack Giambalvo 
Dealerships

Tom Couch
Nicole Berkebile

$4,000

Support the PBCC in your community. Become a Grassroots Partner. To find 
out how, visit our website pbcc.me/youcanhelp or call Kristen at 717-769-2301.
Send photos from your event to kristen@pabreastcancer.org.

Kelley Pulisic
Kelly Jo Smith



This fall, the PBCC’s traveling photo exhibit 67 Women, 67 Counties: 
Facing Breast Cancer in Pennsylvania returned to Centre County and 
made an inaugural appearance in Fayette County. Mt. Nittany Medical 

Center’s Lance and Ellen Shaner Cancer Pavilion hosted the exhibit in Centre 
County. The week-long display kicked off with an opening reception on October 
23 and featured speakers Jennifer Pensinger, Executive Director of the PA 
Breast Cancer Coalition; Dr. Edward Balaban, Medical Director of CANCER 
CARE PARTNERSHIP; and Centre County exhibit participants and survivors 
Mimi Barash Coppersmith and Tammy Miller.
 On November 6, the exhibit made its inaugural showing in Fayette County 
at the Community Center at Penn 

State Fayette, The Eberly Campus. Speakers at this wonderful opening reception 
included Dr. Charles Patrick, Chancellor and Chief Academic Officer, Penn 
State Fayette; Trish Danner, Regional Outreach Specialist, US Department 
of Health and Human Services; Kristen Snoke, PBCC Community Outreach 
Director; Rosemary Parker, Administrative Director, Diagnostic Imaging/
Outpatient Diagnostic Center, Uniontown Hospital; Lisa Rose, breast cancer 
survivor; Jaynette Brown, breast cancer survivor; and Joseph Segilia, Director 
of Continuing Education, Penn State Fayette.  
 

Thank you to the committees in Centre and Fayette Counties for welcoming the 
PBCC and this important exhibit to your communities. Special thanks to the 
PA Department of Health for its continued support of 67 Women, 67 Counties: 
Facing Breast Cancer in Pennsylvania.  
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67 Women, 67 Counties: Facing Breast Cancer in Pennsylvania 
Photo Exhibit Visits Centre and Fayette Counties

Bras over the Bridge
Community Aid and BOB 94.9
Glenn Chandler & Bob Hauer

Think Pink, Think isaac’s

Mike Weaver
Johnny Roberts

$10,400

Breaststroke for Breast Cancer
Hershey Aquatics

Jillian & Pam Ruddle       $11,000

$10,000

Lower Dauphin Pink out
Mandy Mease

$3,431

Lori’s Loop
Lori Rhinehart

$900



2397 Quentin Road, Suite B, 
Lebanon, PA 17042

Support the PBCC in 
your community.

Host a fundraising 
event today!

The Affordable Care 
Act and You:  Your 

Marketplace Choices 
for Health Insurance

JOIN US FOR A FREE WEBINAR

Joanne Corte Grossi, MiPP
Regional Director, Region III
U.S. Department of Health and 
Human ServicesJoanne Corte Grossi

December 2 @ 7:00pm
Register today at pbcc.me/ACAwebinar

or call Erica at 800-377-8828

Ask questions. 
              Get answers!

To learn more visit
pbcc.me/youcanhelp

www.facebook.com/PABreastCancer www.twitter.com/PBCC www.youtube.com/pabreastcancer

The Law Strengthens 
Medicare 
–  Many free preventive services such as flu shots and 

mammograms and a free annual wellness visit with 
your doctor. 

–  A 50% discount on covered brand-name medications 
for those in the prescription drug donut-hole. The 
donut-hole will be closed in 2020. 

–  Strong anti-fraud measures, including tougher penalties 
for criminals. 

–  Tools that help doctors spend more time with you and 
improve care coordination—just like they do at leading 
hospitals. 

More to Come 

In 2014, families and small business owners who buy their 
own coverage can shop for private health insurance in a 
new, competitive marketplace in their State called an 
Affordable Insurance Exchange. As a result, Americans will 
have access to affordable health coverage and the same 
kinds of choices as Members of Congress. 

Learn More 

www.healthcare.gov 

The
Health
Care
Law
and

HealthCare.gov is a federal government website, 
managed by the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 

200 Independence Avenue, S.W. - Washington, D.C. 20201 

Healthy PA Coverage
Open Enrollment begins December 1

Visit HealthyPA.com for details

Affordable Care Act Coverage
Open Enrollment begins November 15

Visit Healthcare.gov for details

Follow us on 
social media

Your state
tax refund
todAy can 
ensure her
tomorrows.

Quincey

Refunds For Breast Cancer Research

For more information visit pbcc.me/refunds

This tax season YOU can help find a 
cure for breast cancer!

Donate your state tax refund for breast cancer 
research! Write in your donation amount and code 
“A” for the PA Breast Cancer Coalition Refunds for 
Research on line 32 on your state income tax form.

Help find a cure for breast cancer now...
so our daughters won’t have to.


