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On the front line in the battle against breast cancer.

The University of Pennsylvania
Cancer Center was the site of this
year’s announcement of the 2001
Income Tax Check-Off for Breast
and Cervical Cancer Research grant
winners.  Pennsylvania Breast Can-
cer Coalition President Pat
Halpin-Murphy joined First Lady
Kathy Schweiker and Secretary of
Health Robert Zimmerman April 3
in Philadelphia for the event.  John
Glick, MD, Director of the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania Cancer Center
and PBCC Board Member, hosted
the event.

The First Lady awarded five
grants, averaging $35,000, to re-
searchers from the University of
Pennsylvania, the University of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania State
University, the Wistar Institute and
Thomas Jefferson University.  For
a complete list of winners and their
areas of research, turn to page 7 of
this issue of Frontline.

“I am proud to say that thanks to
the generosity of Pennsylvania tax-
payers, we have raised nearly $1
million since 1998 for breast and
cervical cancer research efforts in
our Commonwealth,” Mrs.
Schweiker said.

FIRST LADY KATHY SCHWEIKER ANNOUNCES
INCOME TAX CHECK-OFF RESEARCH GRANTS

FOR BREAST AND CERVICAL CANCER RESEARCH

Attending the research grant award ceremony were
L-R: PA Secretary of Health Robert Zimmerman; Su-
san Lanza-Jacoby, PhD, Thomas Jefferson University;
Lewis Chodosh, MD, University of Pennsylvania; First
Lady Kathy Schweiker; PBCC President and Founder
Pat Halpin-Murphy; Hildegund Ertl, MD, Wistar In-
stitute; John Glick, MD, Director, University of
Pennsylvania Cancer Center.

Since 1998, through the direct generosity of state
taxpayers, almost $1 million dollars has been raised
for grants to cancer researchers right here in Penn-
sylvania. Of the five donation options on
Pennsylvania’s state tax form, the Breast and Cervi-
cal Cancer Research check-off received the greatest
number of contributions and the highest average do-
nation.

The PBCC hosted regional Income Tax Check-Off
events in Pittsburgh and Allentown this year.

Breast and cervical cancer research grants are administered by the Pennsylvania Department of Health.
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Pat Halpin-Murphy
President and Founder, Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition

WOMEN HAVE A RIGHT TO FEEL

LET DOWN BY THE RESEARCH

ESTABLISHMENT ON THE

QUESTION OF MAMMOGRAPHY

A surprising evaluation of mammography
published this year in the respected British
medical journal Lancet is still sending out
shock waves.  After looking at seven large
research studies, Danish researchers claim
there was no special benefit in having
mammograms.  They concluded that women
who received the screening test and those
who didn’t had comparable breast cancer
death rates.

Medical groups in this country then ral-
lied to back mammography while
acknowledging its limitations.  The National
Cancer Institute, the American Medical As-
sociation and others all announced their
continued support for regularly scheduled
mammograms.

As a 14-year breast cancer survivor, yearly
mammograms are not an option for me, but
a necessity.  During my last check-up, I was
called back four times for additional X-rays.
It turned out to be nothing, but the emo-
tional toll was considerable and sharpened
my focus on the mammography question.

Major research studies aside, there is
abundant evidence that mammography
screening helps.  Since 1990 the incidence
of breast cancer in the United States has
been increasing, but the death rate has
dropped about 2% per year.  Experts credit

better treatment and earlier diagnosis.  Ear-
lier detection allows women to have less
invasive surgery and more options.  Women
with smaller tumors can choose lumpectomy
instead of the more extensive mastectomy.

How does a woman decide when the re-
search experts seem to disagree?  The
Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition be-
lieves that early detection makes sense and
mammography is still the best screening tool
we have.  We call on the National Cancer
Institute and other research organizations
to conduct the studies and clinical trials
necessary to settle the question.  We need
better diagnostic tools to detect breast can-
cer such as a blood test that is easily
administered and easily read.

Until we have more definitive informa-
tion or until a more effective screening
test is developed, mammography is still
the best screening tool we have for breast
cancer.  We continue to urge all women
over 50 to have a yearly mammogram
and for those over 40 to have a mammo-
gram every two years.

Pat Halpin-Murphy has recently been
re-elected to the corporate board

of Highmark.



Survivor
Spotlight

Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition

To profile someone in “Survivor
Spotlight”, email Heather Hibshman at

heather@pabreastcancer.org
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Kellie Robertson, Ph.D.
Pittsburgh, PA

Kellie Robertson was diagnosed
with Stage I breast cancer two years
ago at the age of 31.  She has been
through treatment and is now set
to marry her fiancé on June 15.  In
lieu of wedding gifts, she is gra-
ciously asking her friends and
family to donate to the PBCC.  Here
is Kellie’s story of survival after a
jarring diagnosis at such a young
age.

I see two main challenges for
young women who are diagnosed
with breast cancer:  the questions
of infertility following chemo and
the downsides of genetic testing
for someone my age.  I found that
while my doctors were generally
lovely and helpful, they were re-
ally not as interested in my own
unique concerns.  They weren’t
completely prepared to deal with
a 31-year old with breast cancer.
They were concerned with sur-
vival.  I was concerned with quality
of life.

The doctors encouraged chemo-
therapy because of my age.  But
at 31, my questions of infertility
were big ones.  I had done a lot of
online research and there were
simply not enough conclusive find-
ings or clinical trials being done
in this area.  At the time, I didn’t
know for sure if I ever wanted kids,
but I knew I wanted it to remain
an option!  My treatment ended
up as a lumpectomy, 3 months of
chemotherapy and 6 weeks of ra-
diation.  At this point, my fertility

remains in question.  Time will tell.

Hair loss was not all that trau-
matic for me.  The nice thing about
being 31 when you are diagnosed
is that you can have a shaved
head and people think it’s a fash-
ion statement.

My next big question was that
of genetic testing.  Are there
enough federal guidelines in place
to protect my privacy?  Will my
personal information end up with
my insurance company?  Since my
mother was diagnosed with breast
cancer 7 years ago, genetic test-
ing is a subject near and dear to
me.  One day I hope to participate
in a clinical trial for women at high
risk for ovarian cancer.

One of the great pleasures to
come out of this whole experience
is the opportunity the PBCC has
given me to speak about it in pub-
lic.  The PBCC does an amazing
job of getting information out to
women, but not overwhelming
them.

I’ve come to learn and appreci-
ate two things since my diagnosis.

One is seeing firsthand the grace
and courage of other women who
have breast cancer.  I am amazed
by them.  My support group con-
tinues to be a source of wonder
and strength for me.  Many people
think support group meetings are
going to be like an Oprah Winfrey
show.  It’s really not.  It’s more
like being at a medical conference
than at some afternoon talk show!
The second is the knowledge that
groups like the PBCC have orga-
nized and have a real sense of a
political mission around a topic
that can often leave people feeling
frustrated and helpless.  There
ARE things we can do!

I will never be one of these
people who says, “I’m so grateful
for my breast cancer.  It’s made
me a better person.”  But I am
grateful to be the beneficiary of
an outpouring of love and good
will.  It gives me a sense of being
more connected to the world.  I’ve
seen people’s capacity for kindness
in the face of something very bad.

Kellie is an assistant professor
of English at the University of Pitts-
burgh.  She and her fiancé just
bought a house and are gearing
up for their wedding.  They are
going on an Alaskan cruise for their
honeymoon because Kellie says, “I
just want someone else to drive the
boat for a while.”

Groups like the PBCC
have organized and

have a real sense of a
political mission around
a topic that can often
leave people feeling

frustrated and helpless.
There ARE things

we can do!

Kellie, shown here with her fiance
Mike Witmore.
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ARE YOU A KNOWLEDGEABLE
BREAST CANCER ACTIVIST?

THERE IS SOMETHING YOU CAN DO.

BECOME A LEADER

ON BREAST CANCER

ISSUES IN YOUR

COMMUNITY.

LEARN MORE ABOUT

BREAST CANCER

AND BREAST CANCER

RESEARCH.

JOIN THIS EXCITING

PROGRAM THAT

ALLOWS THE VOICES

OF THOSE AFFECTED

BY CANCER TO BE

HEARD.

We want you to join us for a FREE Scientific
Training Seminar Wednesday, October 9, 2002 in
Harrisburg.

The PBCC is looking for 20 enthusiastic and committed

individuals to represent us as knowledgeable breast cancer activists

in their own community.

• Learn the latest about breast cancer from the medical experts.

• Sessions on “The Science of Breast Cancer”,  “What is a

Clinical Trial” and “Clinical Trial Research.”

• No charge for this training seminar.  PBCC covers all

instruction, course materials and lunch.  Attendees are

responsible for their own lodging and October 10th

Conference registration.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR AN
APPLICATION TODAY.

Completed applications are due

by July 31, 2002.

W W W. PA B R E A S T C A N C E R . O R G
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In 1997, the PBCC led the fight for passage
of the Breast Cancer Reconstruction Act.  This
act requires a patient’s insurance company
to cover the cost of reconstructive surgery
and operations involving opposite-breast re-
constructive procedures.  However, the
current state law requires such insurance cov-
erage only up to 6 years past the date of
mastectomy.

Under federal law passed later, health in-
surers falling under federal jurisdiction are
required to cover reconstructive surgery at
any point that the woman and her doctor
deem it necessary.  But health insurers un-

der the jurisdiction of
the state law are not re-
quired to pay for
reconstruction after 6
years following the ini-
tial mastectomy.

At the request of the
PBCC, Representative
George Kenney intro-
duced legislation (HB
2619) that removes the
6-year time limit from

PENNSYLVANIA
WOMEN

NEED YOUR HELP

YOU�RE INVITED TO
A GARDEN PARTY

June 23, 2002
6:00-9:00pm

Harrisburg, PA

JUNE 2002

Frontline is published
quarterly by the

Pennsylvania Breast
Cancer Coalition.

55 New Street, Suite 5
Ephrata, PA  17522

800-377-8828

www.pabreastcancer.org

state law and will include other improve-
ments.

“Many women find they need more time to
make the decision to have reconstructive sur-
gery, while many of those who do have the
surgery may need replacement reconstructive
surgery within ten years or more,” said Repre-
sentative Kenney.

Senator Edwin Holl has also introduced leg-
islation (SB 1417) that removes the 6-year
time limit for reconstructive surgery and that
makes Pennsylvania law the same as the Fed-
eral law.

A Call for Action
Contact your state

senator and representa-
tive in support of SB
1417 and HB 2619.
Please support Repre-
sentative Kenney’s and
Senator Holl’s propos-
als and help show the
state legislature that re-
construction is a matter
of “sanity, not vanity”.

Join us at
�Everything�s Coming Up Roses�,

a Garden Party at Felicita�s
beautiful Italian Gardens

to benefit the PBCC.

Featured entertainment includes
Odin Rathnam, violinist and

concertmaster of the Harrisburg
Symphony Orchestra, and

the Millionaire Strolling Strings
of Williamsport Area

High School.

Cost is $125 per person.
Call 1-800-377-8828 ext. 304.

Rep. George Kenney Senator Edwin Holl

IMPORTANT
LEGISLATIVE

ALERT
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across the State
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• One Person Can Make a Difference
Teresa Ruhl of Lancaster County has single-handedly raised over

$11,000 for the PBCC in just a few short months.  She did this through
letter-writing and personal contact with her extensive network of friends
and colleagues.  We are impressed with Teresa’s initiative and astounded
by the results.  Teresa was the featured Survivor Spotlight in the Fall,
2001 edition of Frontline, which you can view online at
www.pabreastcancer.org.  She also recently received the Pennsylvania
AFL-CIO Work & Family Committee’s “Union Woman of the Year” Award.
Thank you Teresa for all your hard work and dedication to this cause.
Any other breast cancer survivors who would like to help raise money
as Teresa did, please call 800-377-8828 x 102.

• Special Events
Allentown Mayor, Roy Afflerbach, hosted a regional In-

come Tax Check-Off event for Breast Cancer Research at
City Hall in February.   PBCC President Pat Halpin-Murphy
and local survivor, Jennifer Kuehneman along with her
family, joined him at the press conference.  Thank you
Mayor Afflerbach for supporting the Income Tax Check-Off
initiative which has raised nearly $1 million dollars for
cancer research in Pennsylvania.

• Sports Teams Support the PBCC
Cambria County’s St. Francis University Women’s Basketball Team

took on the project of selling Crown American’s “Light for the Cure”
candles to benefit the PBCC.  St. Francis had a very successful sea-
son and made it all the way to the NCAA play-offs.  Special thanks
and congratulations to this very special team and to their coach,
Mindy Hill.

Doug Noble of Hanover formed an adult baseball team in honor of
his mother, who sadly lost her battle with breast cancer in 1990.
Last year, his team, the Hanover Raiders, donated a portion of their fundraising efforts to the
PBCC.  This year, he plans to do the same, as well as display an outfield sign with the PBCC’s
logo on it.  Thank you Doug for all you are doing in the battle against breast cancer.  Go Raiders!

If you know of a unique way to support the PBCC, please call Dolores Magro
at 717-234-6132 or email dolores@pabreastcancer.org.



THE PBCC CONGRATULATES THE 2001
INCOME TAX CHECK-OFF RESEARCH

GRANT RECIPIENTS!

THANK YOU FOR BEING ON THE FRONT LINES
IN THE BATTLE AGAINST BREAST CANCER.

Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition
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Per H. Basse, M.D., Ph.D. Lewis A. Chodosh, M.D., Ph.D.
University of Pittsburgh University of Pennsylvania
“Treatment of Dormant Breast “Specific Effects of K-Ras in the
Cancer Metastases” Pathogenesis of Breast Cancer”

Hildegund C. Ertl, M.D. Carol V. Gay, Ph.D.
Wistar Institute Pennsylvania State University
“Vaccine Prevention of HPV-16 “Specificity of Breast Cancer
Associated Cancer” Cells for Bone”

Susan Lanza-Jacoby, Ph.D.
Thomas Jefferson University
“Cyclooxygenase Regulation of
Angiogenesis in Breast Cancer”

These $35,000 grants are vital to scientists’ research projects.  Dr. Francesmary
Modugno, a 2000 Income Tax Check-Off grant winner from the University of
Pittsburgh, says, “Like an actress landing her first leading role, the tax check-off
grant was my first big break in the world of breast cancer research.  I have sub-
sequently applied for and received two federal grants totaling close to $700,000.
This success was based in part on my track record in breast cancer research; a
track record started by the generosity of the citizens of Pennsylvania.  Hence, the
$35,000 has now turned into $700,000 along with several jobs for local Pittsburghers.”

“Like an actress landing her first leading role, the tax check-off grant was my first
big break in the world of breast cancer research.” – Dr. Francesmary Modugno
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First Lady Kathy Schweiker joined the PBCC to
kick off Mother’s Day Mammograms® April 23 at the
Joyce Murtha Cancer Center, part of Windber Medi-
cal Center in Somerset County.  The PBCC staff was
impressed with the Cancer Center’s cutting edge
research facility and its extensive Integrative Health
Center that includes Tai-Chi, aromatherapy, nutri-
tion and massage therapy.

FREE mammograms were available the month of
May to eligible women through private facility partners across the state and through the
Pennsylvania Department of Health’s HealthyWoman program.  Mother’s Day Mammograms®
is a partnership of the PBCC and the Rite Aid Women’s Health Foundation.

So far, Mother’s Day Mammograms® has enabled 25,000 women to receive mammograms.

MOTHER’S DAY
MAMMOGRAMS®

PBCC PHOTO
EXHIBIT VISITS
LOCK HAVEN

AND PITTSBURGH
Visit the PBCC’s traveling
photo exhibit June 6-16 at the
Granite Run Mall in Delaware
County. An opening reception
takes place June 6 at 7:00pm
and is free and open to the
public.

Breast cancer survivors join PBCC
Executive Director Charlotte
Asherman on stage to close the pro-
gram held April 18 at Lock Haven
University.

PBCC President Pat Halpin-Murphy
is joined by Ronald Herberman, MD,
Director, Univ. of Pittsburgh Cancer
Institute and Victor Vogel, MD, Di-
rector, Magee/UPCI Breast Program
at the May 9 exhibit opening in
Magee-Womens Hospital.

“67 Women - 67 Counties: Facing Breast Cancer in Pennsylvania” is sponsored by the PBCC and funded by the PA Department of Health.

October 9-10, 2002

PBCC Keystone Breast
Cancer Conference
Harrisburg Hilton

Look for your registration
flyer in July!


