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On the front line in the battle against breast cancer.

The Pennsylvania Breast
Cancer Coalition and our
grassroots advocates across
the state played a crucial role
in passing legislation
extending the state’s
Medicaid coverage to un-
insured women diagnosed
with breast or cervical
cancer.  This free coverage
went into effect on January
1, 2002.

The PBCC believes that
many women skipped the
chance to get free mammo-
grams because they would
not be able to pay for
treatment if they learned they
had cancer.  Now qualified*
women will have immediate
free treatment paid for
through Medicaid.

The PBCC salutes and
thanks legislators who voted
to make this happen and to
then-Governor Ridge for
leading the fight and signing
the bill.  Now women who are
diagnosed with breast or
cervical cancer through this
state’s HealthyWoman
Project will have access to
guaranteed coverage for the
full treatment costs. Our
thanks to all of you who
made it possible.

FREE MEDICAL BENEFITS
Women screened under

other free mammogram
programs, such as the PBCC’s
Mother’s Day Mammograms®

for low-income women, will
also receive free treatment.

A woman who has had a
screening or diagnostic test
through a program other
than the HealthyWoman
Project may still apply for the
Breast and Cervical Cancer
Treatment Program.  The
woman must:

• Sign a release of in-
formation for her
previously per-
formed screening
and diagnostic test
results to be sent to
the HealthyWoman
Project.

• Receive at least one
H e a l t h y W o m a n
Project service, such
as a consult, screen,
or diagnostic test.

*QUALIFICATIONS FOR
FREE TREAMENT

To receive healthcare coverage through
the Breast and Cervical Cancer Treat-
ment Program, you must be:
1. Diagnosed with breast or cervical can-

cer, or a pre-cancerous condition of
the breast or cervix;

2. Uninsured or have insurance cover-
age that does not include breast and
cervical cancer treatment;

3. Screened through Pennsylvania’s
HealthyWoman Project;

4. Under the age of 65;
5. A United States citizen or qualified

alien; and
6. A resident of Pennsylvania.

COMPREHENSIVE
HEALTHCARE BENEFITS

In addition to your treatment for
breast or cervical cancer, or a pre-
cancerous condition of the breast or
cervix, you will receive an ACCESS
card that can be used the way other
health insurance cards are used.
Your ACCESS card entitles you to
full Medicaid coverage throughout
the course of your treatment, includ-
ing but not limited to:

Doctor or clinic visits ~ lab tests and
x-rays ~ prescriptions ~ hospital visits,

including surgery ~ home health
agency services ~ medical supplies and

equipment ~ emergency care
If you have questions, contact www.pamedicaid.state.pa.us

Call

1-877-PA-HEALTH
to find the closest

HealthyWoman Project

provider.



Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition

2

T

Robert Comis, MD

he Coalition of National
Cancer Cooperative

Groups (CNCCG) has
made searching for cooperative
group clinical trials easier with
the creation of TrialCheckSM, a
Web-based application that con-
tains more than 350 cooperative
group cancer clinical trials.
TrialCheckSM is designed to pro-
vide physicians and their staffs
with fast and efficient access to
cooperative group trials.  This
easy-to-use database also pro-
vides access to abstracts and
eligibility documents for many of
the trials and a list of locations
where each trial is open. Patients
benefit from the fact that their
physician has this easy-
to-use tool that yields
accurate results in a
matter of minutes at his
or her disposal.

This year, 1.2 million
people will be diagnosed
with cancer and only
three to five percent of
them will become part of
a cancer clinical trial. We
created TrialCheckSM as a tool in our continu-
ing efforts to increase accrual of patients to
cancer clinical trials.  Many of the major ad-
vances in cancer care have resulted from the
work of the cooperative groups and cancer
clinical trials. To continue this important work,
it is imperative that we provide patients and
physicians with valuable, reliable tools, like
TrialCheckSM, that will enable them to make
informed decisions about the course of their
cancer care and treatment.

TrialCheckSM is available to
members of the CNCCG, an orga-
nization dedicated to improving
the quality of life and survival of
cancer patients by promoting
awareness of, and participation
in, cancer clinical trials. The Coa-
lition represents thousands of
doctors and other healthcare pro-
fessionals who treat more than
20,000 patients every year on
cancer clinical trials sponsored by
the National Cancer Institute.
That includes any physicians and
healthcare providers who are
members of the American College
of Surgeons Oncology Group
(ACOSOG), Cancer and Leukemia
Group B (CALGB), Eastern Coop-

erative Oncology Group
(ECOG), Gynecologic On-
cology Group (GOG),
National Surgical Adju-
vant Breast and Bowel
Project (NSABP), North
Central Cancer Treat-
ment Group (NCCTG),
and Radiation Therapy
Oncology Group (RTOG).

For more information
about the cooperative groups and cancer clini-
cal trials, visit the CNCCG website.  The site
defines clinical trials, describes how clinical tri-
als work, provides information about why
clinical trials are important, suggests questions
to ask your doctor, and lists trials that are cur-
rently available through the cooperative groups.
PBCC President and Founder Pat Halpin-
Murphy serves on the CNCCG Patient Advisory
Board.

TrialCheckSM: New Clinical Trial
Search Tool For Physicians

by Robert Comis, MD
President and Chairman, Coalition of National Cancer Cooperative Groups

Visit the CNCCG website at www.cancertrialshelp.org

Cancer clinical trials offer the best
available treatment and the oppor-
tunity to possibly receive a new,
and potentially more effective
therapy. But finding a clinical trial
can be complex and time consum-
ing for patients and physicians.



Survivor
Spotlight
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Paula Sheaffer was diagnosed
with Intraductal Carcinoma In
Situ in May 2000 at the age of
31.  She is a registered nurse
and the proud mother of a feisty
5-year old named Brooke (who
calls her cancer a “boo boo”).
Here is her compelling story of
how she is battling breast can-
cer at a remarkably young age.

THE DIAGNOSIS

Shortly after my daughter
was born prematurely at 26
weeks gestation in 1996, I was
diagnosed with mastitis (inflam-
mation/infection of the breast).
I battled that for over three
years.  I noticed that my milk
ducts felt like pieces of rope, not
a lump.  I had a suspicion that
something was seriously wrong,
but for three years my doctor
continued to say, “You’re too
young…it’s just an infection.”

Later, when I had a fever of
over 103 and developed a seri-
ous staph infection in my milk
ducts, my doctor biopsied some
sections of my breast.  In May
2000, I was finally diagnosed
with breast cancer.

I was completely devastated
and broke down in tears.  I
didn’t know what I was going to
tell everyone.  Hadn’t I put my
family through enough with the
difficult birth of my daughter?

To profile someone in
“Survivor Spotlight”,

email Heather Hibshman at
heather@pabreastcancer.org
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Paula Sheaffer
Middletown, PA

TREATMENT AND RECOVERY

One month later I was sched-
uled for a mastectomy, the best
form of treatment for my age
group.  I had to wait a month
due to the lingering staph in-
fection.  This was the hardest
part; knowing the cancer was in
there and having to wait.  I just
wanted to get it off and get it
out!

I received tremendous sup-
port from my family and friends,
and that’s what got me through
it.  I also go to a support group
meeting every month.  It’s im-
portant to be able to talk to
other people who have been
through this.

LESSONS FROM
BREAST CANCER

When I went back to work, I
had to treat three terminal
breast cancer patients.  Having
just been through it, I was able
to give them more comfort and
empathy.  I guess you could say
that breast cancer has made me
a better nurse in some ways.  I
now want to tell my story and
relive my experience to help
others.

I have learned to keep living
every day and to be thankful for
everything that I have.  All I
could think of was not leaving
that little girl we worked so hard
to bring into the world.  This

experience has brought me
closer to my friends and fam-
ily.

Women should not be afraid
to ask a lot of questions.  If I
could go back five years know-
ing what I know now, I would
be more aggressive with my
physicians.  I am hoping that
through my experience, my doc-
tors have learned to be more
aggressive with their patients
and to listen to them.   I also
want to let women know that
there is no minimum age for
breast cancer and to listen to
what their bodies are telling
them.

Because of her infection risk,
Paula had to wait one year be-
fore starting the reconstruction
process.  She has recently un-
dergone her final reconstructive
surgery and is recovering at
home.  She was too young to
meet the criteria for Tamoxifen,
and says she is “on nothing
except the confidence in my
doctors.”  Paula works as a reg-
istered nurse at Masonic Homes
in Elizabethtown.  You can also
see Paula and Brooke on Page 5
of this issue of Frontline.
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PBCC Board Member, Maggie Mudd, lived up to her
title as “County Captain Representative” this month.
Maggie sent a letter to all County Captains to pro-
mote the PBCC’s Income Tax Check-Off.  In the
letter, Maggie told how she met with the Adams
County Commissioners and convinced them to in-
clude a payroll stuffer in all county employee
paychecks.  She encouraged other county captains
to do the same in their area.  Thank you Maggie for
your efforts!  To get a copy of this payroll stuffer,
contact Heather Hibshman at 800-377-8828 x 102
or heather@pabreastcancer.org.

PBCC’S
INCOME TAX
CHECK-OFF
RAISES NEARLY
$1 MILLION
FOR CANCER RESEARCH

Thanks to your donations over
the past four years, Pennsylva-
nia cancer centers have received
nearly $1 million in research
funds.  The PBCC’s Income Tax
Check-Off for Breast and Cervi-
cal Cancer Research is the most
popular of the state’s donation
lines, and the average donation
is only $8.  EVERY CENT GOES
TO PENNSYLVANIA-BASED RE-
SEARCHERS.  Even if you do not
get a refund, you can still make
a contribution.

Tax season does not have to
mean headaches and stress.
Thanks to the PBCC’s Income
Tax Check-Off initiative, you
can feel good at tax time!
Check line 36 on your PA 40,
or line 17 on your PA-EZ.

For materials on the Check-Off
that you can distribute in your
own community, contact Heather
Hibshman at 800-377-8828 or
heather@pabreastcancer.org.

YOUR STATE TAX REFUND TODAY

HELPS OUR DAUGHTERS
TOMORROW

JOIN THE FIGHT AGAINST BREAST CANCER

Look for the PBCC’s Income Tax Check-off for Breast and Cervical

Cancer Research on your State Tax Form.  Then donate your state tax

refund.  Every dime goes to PA based researchers and, so far, nearly $1

million dollars has been raised, with your state tax refund donations.

Pat Halpin-Murphy
President and Founder

WWW.PABREASTCANCER.ORG
Finding a cure now, so our daughters won’t have to.



Coming To
Your Community
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Frontline is published
quarterly by the Pennsylvania

Breast Cancer Coalition.

55 New Street, Suite 5
Ephrata, PA  17522

800-377-8828

www.pabreastcancer.org

In January, the PBCC’s traveling photo exhibit, “67
Women – 67 Counties:  Facing Breast Cancer in Penn-
sylvania”, was displayed at the largest indoor
agricultural event in America.  Visitors to the Farm
Show were pleased to see our display; one of the Farm
Show’s twelve new exhibits this year.

Pat Halpin-Murphy was
joined at the lunchtime pro-
gram by First Lady Kathy
Schweiker; Secretary of Ag-
riculture, Sam Hayes, Jr.;
Steve Suroviec, Acting
Deputy Secretary of Public
Health; and Vicki Gingrich,
the Lebanon County Exhibit
Participant.

This exhibit opening at the
State Farm Show was a won-
derful way to reach rural
women with the life-saving
message of early detection
and hope.

February – April
Regional Income Tax

Check-Off events

April 18-29
“67 Women – 67 Counties”

Photo exhibit at Lock Haven
University, Clinton County

April 22 – May 24
Mother’s Day Mammograms®

May 9-20
“67 Women – 67 Counties”

Photo Exhibit at Magee-Womens
Hospital, Pittsburgh

June 6-17
“67 Women – 67 Counties”

Photo Exhibit at Granite Run
Mall, Delaware County

June 23
“Everything’s Coming Up Roses”

at Felicita’s Italian Gardens
in Harrisburg

PBCC PHOTO
EXHIBIT

DEBUTS AT
PA STATE

FARM SHOW

First Lady Kathy Schweiker (far right) greets little
Brooke Sheaffer and her mother, Paula Sheaffer.

Perry County exhibit partici-
pant, Rita Ziats (left), with
PBCC Executive Director,
Charlotte Asherman.
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• Corporate Support
In November, 2001, the PBCC accepted a $10,000 grant

from the Canandaigua Wine Company, to be used for
breast cancer research and education, in honor of the
efforts of Former First Lady Michele Ridge.  The grant is
a donation from one of the Canandaigua family of wines,
Inglenook Vineyards, which pledged a portion of all Octo-
ber sales to go toward research during their National Breast
Cancer Awareness Program.  We thank Mrs. Ridge, the PA
Liquor Control Board, Canandaigua Wine Company and
Capital Wine & Spirits Company for their support.

• Community Support
The staff of Allentown’s Lehigh Valley Orthopedic Group donated money to purchase a

Christmas gift for the physicians in the office.  In lieu of gifts, the staff unanimously decided
to donate the money to local charities, and chose the PBCC as a recipient.  Special thanks
to all the caring staff members.

Paula Helsel, a Nurse Anesthetist in Pittsburgh, made and
sold surgeon’s hats to benefit the PBCC.  Designs include ev-
erything from shamrocks to menorahs.  Sales totaled $200 and
are still going strong.  To order these unique hats for yourself or
your co-workers, email Paula at hopeshats@aol.com.  Thank
you, Paula, for your creativity.

• Using Your Voice
PA Representative Jim Lynch (R-Warren) submitted an article to his local

newspaper on December 5.  The article featured the PBCC website and all the
gifts available for the holiday season.  “The denim shirt, pen set and canvas tote
bag are all useful items,” Lynch said.  “But more importantly, they help raise
awareness about breast cancer and support the ongoing search for a cure.”  Thank
you, Representative Lynch, for speaking out.

Sandi Whitaker retired from the PA Department of Public Welfare in December.  In lieu
of a retirement party or monetary gifts, Sandi asked that donations be made to the PBCC.
Co-workers collected over $200.  Thank you, Sandi, for your thoughtfulness.

If you know of a unique way to support the PBCC,
please call Dolores Magro at 717-234-6132 or email dolores@pabreastcancer.org.



Why would you like to become a part of the Knowledge is Power Scientific Training?

Are you a breast cancer survivor? q Yes q No

Are you a PBCC (check all that apply):
q County q Exhibit q Pink Ribbon q Volunteer q Keystone Breast Cancer

Captain Participant Circle Member Conference Attendee

Are you involved in other advocacy activities? (Please describe)

What specific PBCC activities have you been involved with?

How would you use the information and training from this seminar in your advocacy work?

Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition

PBCC�s Scientific Training Seminar for Advocate Leaders

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
Join the PBCC Wednesday, October 9 at the Harrisburg Hilton for a Scientific Training Seminar,
held in conjunction with the Keystone Breast Cancer Conference.  This seminar trains advocates

as leaders to be able to speak knowledgeably across the Commonwealth in the language
of advocacy, basic research and clinical trials.

Sharon Brosious, PBCC Franklin County Captain who attended last year�s session, says �After
attending the Scientific Training Seminar, I feel much more qualified to answer questions about the

pathology of breast cancer and to educate the public about the importance of clinical trials.�

This select seminar, open to all interested in the fight against breast cancer, helps activists build
and strengthen their advocacy skills.

SCIENTIFIC TRAINING SEMINAR APPLICATION (attach extra sheet if needed)

Name: Organization:

Home Work
Address: Address:

City: State: Zip: City: State: Zip:

Home Work
County: E-mail: County: E-mail:
Home Work
Phone: Phone:

General Information:
� The PBCC covers all instruction, coarse materials and lunch.
� Participants are responsible for their own lodging and Keystone Breast Cancer Conference registration.

Return application to: PA Breast Cancer Coalition, Attn:  Pat Halpin-Murphy, c/o Doneckers Complex,
55 New Street, Suite 5, Ephrata, PA  17522 � Or fax to 717-738-9535. DEADLINE TO APPLY IS JULY 31, 2002.
Any questions email Heather Hibshman at heather@pabreastcancer.org.
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SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE

Mother�s Day Mammograms®

Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition

c/o Doneckers Complex
55 New Street, Suite 5
Ephrata, PA 17522

Keystone Breast Cancer Conference
Thursday, October 10, 2002       Harrisburg Hilton & Towers

Join us for this educational conference with renowned speakers, awards luncheon,
receptions, free chair massage and much more!

To become a conference sponsor, contact Dolores Magro at 717-234-6132 or
dolores@pabreastcancer.org.

Make Mother�s Day special this year for someone you love.  Maybe it�s your
mother, or maybe it�s your daughter, sister, neighbor or co-worker.

Mother�s Day Mammograms®, a program of  the PBCC and Rite Aid
Women�s Health Foundation, puts uninsured and underinsured women age
40 and older in touch with healthcare providers across
the state for FREE MAMMOGRAMS.

For more information, pick up your FREE Mother�s
Day Mammograms® card at any Rite Aid store April 22
through May 24.  Or visit the PBCC�s website at
www.pabreastcancer.org for more details.

Do you know
someone who needs a FREE mammogram?

Mother�s Day Mammograms®

Kathy Schweiker,
First Lady of Pennsylvania
PBCC Honorary Chair

Look for your individual registration form later this summer.

Remember to
Donate Your State Income

Tax Refund to Breast
Cancer Research


